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A Volunteer's Thought

| am often reminded of a discussion from my eadyddin Asha. A volunteer had just
returned from a site visit in a project in West Bahand while he had seen several
things in the project to be happy about, one tlhiag bothered him — a young girl, not
much older than the students in the school, wadarag by the school to sweep and
clean the rooms. Our chapter meeting eruptedantanimated discussion on hearing
this. Was this legal? Yes, it might be if she wasr 14. Was this egalitarian? Abso-
lutely not, since she was helping the school wehghysical labor but was not benefit-
ing from the school herself. Was this fair? Nbcaurse not! Over the next several
weeks we had some back and forth discussions hatiprtoject partner and learnt more
— how the family was destitute because the fathdrgassed away and the mother was
unable to work because of an illness, and howginis income was a godsend. And
the girl’s younger brother was in school. Did tbaplain the situation and make the un-
fortunate situation acceptable? No, we exclairsbd,should be in school. Every child
deserved to be in school, whatever her gendegdmromic situation, her social

status. But if she went to school who would supper mother and younger

brother? Finally the project partner and our Ashapter arrived at a solution that was
satisfactory — the girl would be sent to schookliveupport from the project partner)
and would work at the school part-time. The propagtner would also help her with
her school work after hours. And we would try dnd some work that her mother

could do.

Every child deserves a chance, deserves the opityrta pursue his or her dreams, de-
serves an education — this is a bedrock value raAs value that we all cherish. Per-
haps we are idealistic, perhaps we are dreametsgpewe are even a little naive, but
we stubbornly focus on that core value which la#lfo ask questions such as - yes, we
are happy to learn that the student who was tapeotlass has gone on to college, but
what happened to the student who was ranked diotthem of the class and what about

the student who dropped out? That is always oastipn.
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We have grown tremendously since 1991, in ternfarads raised, projects supported,
types of work supported, working with organizati@tigned with our goals. As we
have grown we have learned the challenges andleggendencies of the numerous fac-
tors effecting social change. We understand #tahange is complex and that there
are multiple forces against it. We understandctiraplexity of education itself, of the
impact of different types of education, the impoda of medium of education, the chal-
lenges of first-generation learners. In 2004 agwev as an organization that has em-
braced a more sophisticated and nuanced undenstpoftiwhat it takes to bring about
social change, we never lose sight of the coreegalbat brought us together. We value
the potential of each child and it is our passmmike quality education accessible to

all.

The annual report highlights several projects o#iig this evolution of Asha, illustrat-
ing our maturity and our core values. A projectipar works with ‘Free the Slaves’ to
free children from violence-enforced debt bondagBihar. Means to get to school is
as necessary as the school itself, leading usppostiprojects that provide bicycles and
bus passes for girls who would otherwise be at hoBieycling is uniquely empower-
ing for girls. We have paid close attention to g6do make learning interesting and
experiential leading to support for creation ofrf@ag materials and training of teach-
ers. We work on the social issues that prevergsacto education such as lack of a
steady income in the family, caste and class belsallenges, a curriculum that is alien-
ating at best and belittling at worst. We focugparticularly marginalized groups. In
summary, we bring in a focus on the larger issnesur work while never losing sight
of the individual child.

At the end of the year the Tsunami struck. Asititense suffering of hundreds of thou-
sands of people unfolded our project partnersergfifected areas began to act. Some
volunteers rushed to the areas to work with prggactners on relief efforts. After the
initial tragic events, the hard work of rehabilitat began. Our project partners needed
support to re-build schools and communities, pregidpaces for children to heal, find
ways for parents to get work, build homes for orgthchildren. The scale of the hor-

ror and tragedy tested the strength of the mostra&etof our project partners.
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We received an unprecedented amount of donatioresdsaster event and we were
able to channel the donations effectively to owjgut partners for relief and rehabilita-
tion. This report describes some of those effontparticular we were able to help
communities and address needs that fell througlrtneks of large scale efforts. Along
with our project partners we are committed to supphabilitation in the long years
ahead. We have put several processes in placenwsimna for Education to react to dis-
aster events, building on our experience of helpirggects partners in the aftermath of

the Tsunami.

You make all of this possible. We are passionbhtaiaour work, and happy to be in a
small way a vehicle for social change. Some ofumlunteers have gone on to do ex-
traordinary things in India. But we could do norig¢his without your support and en-
couragement that goes so much beyond monetary gupypou hearten us when we are
discouraged and share our exaltation during succBsank you.

Melli Annamalai

President-2002-2004

@@ for Education
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On the morning of December 26th, a massive eark&oacurred near Sumatra, In-
donesia, which caused a series of tsunamis teedtngk coasts of India and other South
Asian countries. The quake registered 8.9 in magdeit the worst earthquake in 40
years. The tsunamis destroyed homes and roadssveeqt people out to sea. Initial
estimates indicated that close to 6000 peopleeninldian states of Tamil Nadu, An-
dhra Pradesh, Kerala and the Andaman and Nicolaaudis had been killed, and thou-
sands more were left homeless and without accestetm water, shelter, food or

clothing.

At a time when most people were getting ready lfier upcoming New Year celebra-
tions, Asha for Education swung into action andtsthwork towards rehabilitation

and relief of those with the greatest need. AsHanteers in India started contacting
the various projects in the region to assess anyada that the tsunami might have
caused. They traveled to destroyed villages to bkpr debris, distribute supplies,
and administer first aid, all the while recordimgit accounts on our Tsunami blog. In
addition to supporting physical needs, volunteessked with professionals to provide
much required grief and psychological counselingittims. They also partnered with

other organizations to provide immediate relieftiie form of food, clothes, medi-

cines, blankets and other items. They were ous eyel ears for the critical first few

days following the disaster.
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out to our projects - extending our condolenceppsett, and partnership in rebuild-
ing efforts. Volunteers also prepared health paetghh several regional languages.
These have been distributed not only in India, dsb other affected countries. A
fundraising campaign was launched in a very sheriog of time - the goal was to
raise money for those affected by the tsunami,iqaarly any Asha projects that
might require assistance. In less than two mortlise to $ 250,000 was raised

through the generous donations of our supporters.

In the days and weeks that followed, Asha volustedentified thirteen districts
most directly affected by the tsunami, and stattedork with as many of the af-
fected villages as possible. In addition to ouedtrintervention, they actively en-
gaged with government officials and other reliejanizations to work in a collabo-
rative manner to address the needs of the peom¥e. Asha projects, the Irula
Bharati Trust and Anawim, were directly affected tsynami. The work we have
done to help rebuild these projects is listed below
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Irula Bharati Trust

Asha has supported the purchase of fishing netbaats$ for the Irula Bharati
Trust. The Trust is a non-profit development orgation working to empower Irula
Tribal communities in the interior pockets of thieiflivallur and Kadalur Districts of
Tamil Nadu. As a coastal community, it was direeiffected by the Tsunami disaster.
Asha’s partnership with Bharati Trust allowed vadkers to help over 450 families
with food, temporary shelter, and daily living itenNow, Asha is working with the

Trust to help fisherman families purchase fishietsrand boats to rebuild their lives.

"When the children got the toys, the response wstsaimazing. | can only describe it
as having pumped back life into the children. Triual children were seeing such toys
for the first time. It's not enough to give thelditen money and food, they need love."
- Siddhamma, an Asha Fellow and head of BharastTru

Anawim

Asha is currently helping families whose homes,t§oand fishing equipment
were destroyed in the small village of Senthineathihe Tuticorin district of Tamil
Nadu. The village was only 100 feet from the sharé while there was no loss of life,
families have been left with very little to sustdéieir lives. Asha's immediate support
for the Anawim Trust is helping to provide thesenilies with food, temporary shel-
ter, and psychological counseling. In existenoeesil994, the Trust has been setting
up small learning centers and providing loans tapsut the socio-economic develop-
ment of Dalit villages. We continue to work with &nim to assess rehabilitation ef-
forts.

Collaborative intervention

After carefully assessing relief and rehabilitatrequirements, Asha has also made a
commitment to collaborate with government officiatel several other NGOs to re-

build the livelihoods of affected families in TarNbdu and Kerala. They include:



Fun’n learn toy chests-A joint initiative between AE and AID

In several of the tsunami-affected villages, somi&lcen have lost one or both parents.
They are currently being cared for by relatives@ighbors, but they have been devas-
tated mentally. Due to the strenuous paperworkirements by the government to re-
ceive aid, guardians remain occupied with officialsle children are left to their own
devices. Volunteers and professionals have recedritzat without toys and play-items,
children remain much more susceptible to long-tpsychological effects of the disas-
ter. To dissuade these effects, in small part, Aslsapartnered with AID to create
"Fun'n Learn Toy Chests," with educational toysckk, slates, books, and other items
to help children engage and refocus. Along with AN3ha seeks to distribute these kits
to children in about 200 villages in the 13 diggiof Tamil Nadu identified by the gov-

ernment as disaster zones.

Community Action for Social Transformation (CAST) - Relief & Rehabilitation
CAST is a secular, non-profit organization involvedealth education, community em-
powerment, income-generation and environment dietsvin the Thirunelveli District of
Tamil Nadu. Asha has supported its efforts in naamig several nursery schools for
young children in the district. Currently, Ashahslping CAST provide counseling and
basic medical assistance to 400 families in seadfatted villages. Relief teams of one
counselor, one community health worker, two sos@lkers, and two local volunteers

have been dispatched to various villages.
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The Future

Andaman and Nicobar Environ-

mental Team (ANET)
sess proposals from programs and

ANET, a division of the Madras Crocodile , ks
projects affected by the tsunami dis-

Bank Trust, has had a presence in the Anda- .
aster. With the help of Asha Chen-

man and Nicobar Islands since 1977, facili- '
nai volunteers, we continue to care-

Asha continues to receive and as-

tating the study and conservation of the _
fully review each and every request

unique biodiversity of the ecologically rich
for funds and support. At the pre-

and fragile islands and its people. With its
sent moment, volunteers from AID

many connections in the islands, ANET was :
and Asha are traveling to over 200

able to respond immediately following the _
villages declared as disaster areas

tsunami disaster. Due to their location, the ,
by the Tamil Nadu government to

islands have received limited support from ,
discuss future reconstruction work.

the government and outside relief agencies -l | -
They are also reviewing education

but as a result of a personal relationship with 2t 2
and training options for alternate

ANET, Asha is supporting efforts to provide . , ;.
livelihoods in case families are not

basic medical and food supplies. :
. : able to return to the coast. As debris
has been cleared, it is now time to
determine a course of action for the
next several years and Asha re-
mains committed to helping fami-

lies renew their lives.

But we are also cognizant of constantly changiregdeen affected areas. Most recently,
nearly 650 (mainly Dalit) families in a pocket dfet Nagapattinam district were left
without food. Since the government had already a&ph an end to the relief phase,
Asha immediately stepped in and sent funds toidige food for several subsequent
days. We are working to find alternate means tgertpghese families and making sure

that the government is aware of these requirements.
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Our assessment continues to remain dynamic ascee/ecupdates from our volunteers
in Chennai. Currently, we are engaged in rehahomaand needs verification efforts.
Slowly, some fishermen are braving the ocean adfomever, the environment contin-
ues to vary on a daily basis. We recently learhatithe ecosystem of the coastal region
has changed and fisherman must travel 150km fudbeto sea to get fish. Our future
plans include making sure that these fisherman Hav@ecessary supplies and boats to

support their daily living.

To ready a daily account of our efforts to helpsinaffected by the tsunami, please visit

http://ashatsunamirelief.blogspot.com.

@@ for Education
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Willkommen, Asha Frankfurt!

Guided by Asha Munich, a group of motivated prafasals from Frankfurt got to-
gether to set up Asha's Frankfurt chapter in €2085. We are currently in the process
of registering ourselves as a non-profit organaratOur first event was to screen the
India-Pakistan one-day cricket series in April. Tegponse to our invitation was very
good and the collections from the event exceede@xpectations. The highlight of
the event: zero overhead costs. We met some generividuals who lent us the
equipment and premises for free. We have identdieduple more events for the fu-
ture like an Indian cultural night and an Indidmfiseries with the help of the Indo-
German Film Association. Once the non-profit regitébn is complete, we will start
pitching to corporate houses for donations. Frarkés the commercial center of Ger-
many and a hub of international banking, is hommamy multinationals, banks, and
insurance companies. Due to this large potentialare optimistic about our chances
of getting corporate donations for Asha projects.tke projects side, we are currently
evaluating 2-3 promising proposals. The detail$ alshortly put up on the Asha
Frankfurt website. On behalf of all the member#ésiia Frankfurt, we can say that it
is great to be a part of Asha and have this oppiytto make tangible contributions

to the development of children's education in IntNe are here to make a difference,
and that we shall.
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Howdy, Asha Houston!

Started as a chapter in 1998, Asha Houston expetka resurgence in 2004 as a re-
sult of an influx of several new volunteers. Withidance from an experienced Asha
volunteer, we embarked on re-discovering the treamng of Asha and focussed our
attention on two projects - Build (Chennai) and %S (Manipur). Our first event
organized in 2004 was a 5K walk/run at Houston'snidieal Park. Despite the over-
cast day, around 25 runners showed up and proceedmd through the course with
great gusto. Strong support from the communityltedun a net profit of almost $
12,000 from the event. Going forward, we hope tk pip some more projects and are
currently discussing four from across India. Wd @ali$o be hosting our first major
fundraising event in the form of a Notes of Hopaeaat with Ustad Amjad Ali Khan

in September '05.
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Saathi (Asha Cleveland)
Saathi is a group that works with street youth ianhbai, India. Its vision is to con-

tribute towards a just and equitable world whererg\person enjoys his or her rights

as a citizen, and looks forward to a life filledtkvhope and enthusiasm. Saathi be-
lieves in being a dynamic organization continuousiyng to learn, share and take

part in building and participating in networks. TGveland chapter of Asha for Edu-

cation has been involved with Saathi since 200knmhe first supported their educa-

tional and vocational training activities with stteyouth. We are working towards

achieving their vision through several projectsmmitthe organization supported by a
dedicated team. Some examples are:

The Youth Center. Is located in Kamathipura, woskih teenage boys living on the
street and train terminuses. They can come toeheecfor a wash, nutrition, camara-
derie, non-formal education classes, counseling, \artational training as well as
sponsorship for formal education and outside voaali training. Those that wish to
return home are given assistance; others are ghgeopportunity to work on sociali-

zation and integration by staying in the group heme

The Girls’ Center is located in Agripada and workih homeless teenage girls.
Health care and nutrition is provided along withn#formal education, counseling,
recreation, and vocational training. A night sbels also provided. For those that
wish to return home, assistance via travel, es€amily counseling, and follow-up is

offered.

Project Nilambur works as a partner organizatiomteritance India Land Conserva-
tion Company Pvt. Ltd., in a collaborative effont the Nilambur region in Kerala.

Saathi is part of a multi-faceted project with ti@als of precious land conservation
and restoration, community development, employmgeneration and raising the

commercial value of the environment.
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Saathi was one of the first organizations to redptnthe 2002 violence in Gujarat,
working in the refugee camps to rebuild communiaesl work with children trauma-

tized by the events. Saathi is still actively ilweal as a mentoring organization to the
NGO Sahyog in the Vatva region. They have hostégfnational interns who seek to
learn from Saathi’s expertise in different areasatial work and also experience first-
hand working on the field in India. For more infation on this project, please write to

asha_cleveland@yahoo.com.

Girls Bicycle Project (Asha Yale)

The 'Girls Bicycle Project’ is a project with whigtsha Yale has recently become in-
volved. This project is remarkable for a coupler@dsons. Firstly, this project is run
by an effective partnership between a bank (ManshDBlahila Bank, Ltd.) and an
NGO (Mann Vikash Samjik Sanstha). Secondly, thejegtohas a built-in self-

sustainability component.

The person behind both the bank and the NGO isnah@ala-Sinha. She started
working as a social activist in the Mhaswad arethe1980s, founding the Mann Vi-
kash Samjik Sanstha (MVSS). Her realization ofriked for personal asset develop-
ment as a means to counter out-migration from géltaled her to start a women's
credit co-operative society as part of the actegitof MVSS, and led ultimately to the
founding of the Mann Deshi Mahila Sahakari Bank. L (tdDMSB) with the women
members of MVSS as the shareholders. This was ram raehievement, and involved
years of effort to get a banking license from tres@&ve Bank of India, which started
out being completely unconvinced of the ability'wieducated' rural women to show
the financial responsibilities involved in the ogigon of successful micro-credit pro-
grams. However, they have been proven wrong, \Wmehbank growing very fast in net
worth over the years, and a recovery rate of ~98%ams.

results. But the project has the features of sedfagnability and scalability
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In their involvement with women's issues, such ealth and education, MVSS real-
ized that one of the key barriers to the girl cBilelducation in the area was the cost of
transportation. Thus MDMSB started the 'FreedoneRidoject, or 'The Girl's Bicycle
Project’. Funds are to be placed in a revolvingesth for micro-credit loans for
women. The interest generated from the micro-ciedits will be employed to create
a fund to purchase bicycles. The bicycles will bevgled through zero percent loans
or as grants to parents of girl children for traorsgtion to school. This is a new pro-
ject, and it is too soon to evaluate results. Bt project has the features of self-

sustainability and scalability

Child Slavery Project (Asha PSU)
The Child Slavery Project is supported by Asha P&tate in partnership with Free the

Slaves, who are experts in the field of slaveryatbthe world. Free the Slaves has in
turn partnered with MSEMVS, who are locally runnithg program in India, and have
expert knowledge in the surrounding area and cticenditions. MSEMVS, Manav
Sabsadhan Evam Mahila Vikas Sansthan, roughlyl&issinto Society for Human De-
velopment and Women's Empowerment.

Location of the School: Village: Khadharawan-Phattupur. Block: BhadohistDct:
Sant Ravidas Nagar (Bhadohi). State: Uttar Pradedis.
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Aims of the project:

1. Bring awareness to families in bonded laboarémg their exploitation by mon-
eylenders

2. Remove local children from continuous and hatrp@uinded laborers

3. Deliver quality education up to grade 5

MSEMVS works in the Varanasi and Bedouin distriofsEastern Uttar Pradesh,
where there is a prevalence of landless laboresawé mostly of the lower castes. In
such areas, due to the low family income, thesertalk are forced, in times of crisis,
to approach land owners or loom owners to ask dand. In the schools that the
MSEMVS have set up, 60% of children come from fasilthat have taken such
loans. Although the loans taken by the laborerssarall, the exorbitant interest rates
(5-10% a month) and the lack of valid records plaggment makes debt bondage con-
tinuous. The form of debt bondage in this area,ctvhs enforced through violence,
meets all Free the Slaves criteria for slavery.e Thildren of the families in debt
bondage are forced to work along with their parehtsng daytime leaving no time
for education. MSEMVS has targeted 11 villages withigh level of bonded laborers,
and has established schools in each of the villagasing 50-75 children each, ages 6
-10. The schools and teachers serving each villagmme the driving force for
change in the area. They hold awareness campsyitélkocal government members,
doctors and teachers and place pressure on employeallow children to go to
school. For those employers who refuse to let thilelien go to school, MSEMVS
approaches the local District Magistrate, who ntegntsend out labor inspectors and

take legal action.
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Most children will attend the MSMVES schools forgh years with the aim of reach-
ing the 5th grade level subsequently entering tate schools. Most children are able
to pass the official 5th grade examination. Outh&f 11 schools, 5 schools are fully
funded and 6 are struggling financially. Asha P&tate in conjunction with Free the
Slaves has chosen to fund one of the 6 schoolswdeat support. At this school there
are 50 children enrolled of which more than 40 faoen families involved in brick-

kiln, carpet, sari and agriculture work.

The budgeted cost for the running of this schodb4s419. This provides for three

teachers, a cook/cleaner, mid-day meals, buildamg, and educational materials such
as books, black boards, etc. Asha Penn State magedb$ 3,900 to date for this pro-
ject. We shall be sending the difference that exlied by the end of this semester.

Project Tapovan (Asha Munich)

Project LocationIndirapuram, Ghaziabad

Amount of Money for first year of suppo 1900

Tapovan Education Foundati®a non-profit, charitable and educational pulrigti-
tution involved in the advancement of educatioaining and vocational guidance in
various fields. Tapovan India schools are desigoeserve the children belonging to
weaker economic sections. These schools will tatdithe development and growth
of a child’s mental, physical, emotional and spaitfaculties by imparting quality
education and help them realize their talents astdrials so that they lead a happy

and meaningful life.
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Tapovan India schools are non-formal, primary leshools that are generally run
right there in the community to which the childdeelong. The infrastructure consists
of shades of mat and khar (a kind of dried grassdimng on bamboos, or small huts,
called ‘Jhuggi’. They are maintained ‘clean andegieby the children themselves
with the help of their teachers. The schools rudfdiours daily Mon-Sat at any con-
venient shift (morning or evening) as per the regmuent of the community (like
working children can come only in the evening shiVhen a child completes his/her
standard 5 studies (that is as per the NCERT guoeel he/she is transferred to the
nearby govt. school.
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Work an Hour ( WAH)
The sixth edition WAH organized by Asha Silicon Mgl kicked off on July 4th. The

project selection team had worked for several nmempitior to this to identify the pro-

jects that would benefit from this year's evente Theme for WAH 2004 was "children
with disabilities and special needs" and the firsdlof 6 projects was chosen based on

the greatest need and benefit to these children.

Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha

Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha (BTS) is a social orgdma based in Kultali block, situ-
ated on one of the larger islands of the Sunderivevest Bengal. Kultali is a remote,
under-developed area, with the majority of its imkents living a hand to mouth exis-
tence. The organization was founded by a groumohgsters during floods that hit
Kultali in 1982. They started to undertake awarsressnps and campaigns, and in 1983
started a primary school in the village of Baikwaghr. The center for pre-school educa-
tion was later upgraded to the primary level ande#o be known as Patha Bhavan,
which today accommodates about 200 children in étasses (class | to IV). BTS en-
sures that the curriculum is kept vibrant and eaieing. The six teachers, who are all
residents of the island, have undergone traininguiih the Vikramshila Educational
Research Society. Parent involvement is greatlp@raged; teachers regularly meet
with parents through Village Education Committdeiforts are on to improve the
course curriculum and teaching methodology and afteries of deliberations within
the staff and with external consultants, BTS hagpsetl an innovative method in rural

education.
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Proposal

1.Finish the construction of Patha Bhavan by fugdire construction of the 2nd
floor: Patha Bhavan suffers from a serious spageatr. Some of the classes have to
be held on the verandah; this is difficult in thimters and monsoons. Also, the num-

ber of students in the school is increasing.

2.Build a library on the 2nd floor: The 2nd flodrRatha Bhavan will also house a
library that will serve as a book bank for textbsals well as a reading room. This
will help in reducing the cost of books that hadéoincurred by each student. The li-
brary will be accessible not only to the studerfitRatha Bhavan, but also to other

people in the Kultali block.

3.Computer Literacy Program: Computers, provide@d®y M, can be used after
proper servicing and training of BTS personnel. pregram will target the school

children and rural youth.

4.Funding infrastructure of Government schools: Bi&S teamed up with 11 primary
schools on the island on a long-term mission torawe the quality of education on
the island. The current WAH project is a very intpat step towards expanding the

set of students that are presently covered by a
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quality primary education. It is important to realithat the Patha Bhavan, however big,
will always have its limits and will never becomeeplacement for the government
schooling on the island. In the long run, the amdy to improve the quality of educa-
tion and the number of kids who will benefit isibbyproving these government schools.
By taking a direct approach here, we believe trstaAis expediting the process of
bringing all the kids under the fold of educatiés. said above, this is only the first step
towards instilling quality in the schooling of teatire island. In the subsequent phases,
Asha hopes to carry this movement forward to therll schools of the island. Once
this goal is achieved, Asha will have profoundlfeafed the entire primary schooling
system on the island.

Vivekananda Public School, Juanga The Michael A. Daube Charitable Trust was

created in 1996 to help provide rural developmerand around Juanga in Orissa. Al-
though Juanga is only 50 km from the city of Cikfacis nearly inaccessible due to
poor road conditions and monsoon rains. The StateBment does not provide the
villages in this region with adequate access toioa¢or educational facilities. Primar-
ily the Trust founded a hospital in the villageJofanga to serve an area of approxi-
mately 25 km and a population of approximately @0, the surrounding villages.

The Juanga Orissa School was built in 2001 afterstipercyclone of 1999 destroyed
almost all of the existing decrepit government sttioThe Juanga Orissa School is cen-
tral to a network of villages on the south bankhef Mahanadi. The school began with
184 students and has progressed to 226 studemy,froan scheduled castes and some

who have lost their relatives in the supercyclone.

The Juanga Orissa School is known locally as theekéinanda Public School, and has
made great progress with the help of Asha for EtleicaThe funds donated have been
respectfully and prudently used to improve the dom of numerous children and con-
sequently their families, giving hope to the comityuand inspiring concrete examples

of how that hope can be turned into reality.
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Proposal

1. To provide reliable transportation for studemt® normally would not be allowed/
able to attend (especially girls).

2. To provide reliable transportation and educatinedical supplies for a mobile
health care team to provide for area student heattram.

3. To obtain adequate land for expansion of theteg school.

4. To provide an extension to the existing schaolding for additional students, a li-

brary, and an area which could also be utilized esltural center.

Project Look Ahead - Project Look Ahead targets the education and@yngent needs

of 50 blind girls and 50 blind boys for a year bgripering with two organizations in
demonstrating pilot case studies - Drishti Vikleg®gngh, Jaipur, Rajasthan and Kamla
Mehta School for blind girls, Mumbai, Maharasht&ance transportation is a crucial
issue for the blind, for the purpose of trainingvesl as employment, these computer
centers are being initially established in majaiesi of India. Gradually, however, Pro-
ject Look Ahead intends to shift its focus to wijés. Drishti Viklang Sangh, located in a
region with the lowest female literacy in the cayntnd run by a blind executive, will
help up to 50 blind students a year. Most of theking students are expected to be
boys in the initial year. In the conservative R#jasi society blind girls may not be al-
lowed to go out of their homes. The project plam®mcourage participation of blind
girls in the future. Kamla Mehta School for Blindris in Mumbai will entirely focus on
female computer literacy. Popularly known as Da8ehool for the Blind, this school

has been imparting education to over 100 blindgiryear since 1906.
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Proposal
1. WAH 2004 support of $24,000 will help to establicomputer vocational training

and impact 100 blind students *per year.*

2.50 blind girls and 50 blind boys will benefittine first year. Of these we are attempt-
ing to help find job placements for at least 1@ents in the first year.

3. This is a proof of concept demonstration thabégjinning with the end of UQE
(Universal Quality Education) in mind. We expectctmtinuously increase the scale of

impact over the coming years.

4. While we aim to show two functioning computentezs through this pilot effort, we
have plans for facilitating 300 such centers akroindia by 2010. This will impact
30,000 blind persons every year.

5. Project Look Ahead is a strategic investmenibiia to catalyze large scale socio-

economic change for disabled students in India.

To Reach You (TRY)

To Reach You is a multi-purpose social-work orgation, located in Mudichur, Tamil

Nadu, reaching out to the socially, educationatlg aconomically backward sections of
the society, irrespective of caste, creed andicgligTRY's primary focus is to provide
shelter, food, education, healthcare and rehatidlitgfor the children of commercial sex
workers and to rehabilitate their mothers. TRY wtsted in 1996 by Chandravel and
his friends when they were students of the Madc®8 of Social Work. Chandravel's
friend Anand wanted to start a home like this, fmgsed away suddenly before he could
realize his dream. Anand's premature death sp@hrethdravel to start the home as a

tribute to his friend and hence named it Ananddebit's home.
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TRY needs to establish a permanent home. It is kargl to convince landlords to rent
them their houses since they do not want to detd 88x workers. The children have
already moved 4 times, and every time they move TiR¥ds to get school certificates
for the children, and get them admitted into neWwosts etc. Towards this end, they
have purchased land in Mudichur, on the outskift§ladras about 25 kms from the
heart of the city, with the help of local donatioiiiey currently live in a rental house
nearby. The requested funds will be used towardsctinstruction costs for a house

(with two floors) on the purchased land.

Proposal
To buy land and build a house as a permanent hontad children of TRY.

Vanashree

Vanashree trust is a non-profit organization base8agar (Karnataka), which works
for the overall development of tribals in that @gi The tribals live in the hills near Jog
falls, Shimoga district, Karnataka and belong tonprily three Marathi tribes - Lam-
bani, Kudumbi, and Gonda. Vanashree runs residestf®ols in Sagar and Bachodi.
Further, the group has worked towards improvingsih@o-economic status of the com-
munity, by working towards providing solar poweonstructing a rope bridge, laying of
roads etc. Asha works with the Vanashree residestfeool in Bachodi, a village near
Jog Falls; this is the only school in that regitins a residential school that has been
functioning since 1990. The school provides edoceatd children from classes | to VII.
After class VII, the children of Bachodi go to sohat Sagar, also run by the trust,
which has classes VIII to X.
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Currently, in the Bachodi residential school, thare 32 girls and 88 boys housed in a
small building without proper bathing and toilecifdaies. They have to rely on the
stream nearby for taking their morning bath. Alke school lacks furniture, and the
children end up sleeping on the floor. Further, aghthese 120 children, several are or-
phans. The families of the rest of the childrere lim the hills, and the only means of
commute from the school to their homes is by wakin

Proposal

The WAH funds will be used for finishing up thesigential facility in Bachodi. This
residential facility will provide more basic ameeg such as better kitchen facilities,
toilets, bathrooms, more living space, and basigifure, to about 120 children who live

in the complex.

Champa Mahila Society(Asha Seattle)

Champa Mahila Society (CMS) was established in 1f8%e Basanti area of the Sun-
derbans in West Bengal. Basanti is ecologicallyd pf the delta between the Hooghly
river and the Bay of Bengal. Approximately 95% loé total population depends on ag-
ricultural activities for their livelihood in thimmono-crop area. This densely populated
area does not have electricity yet and the roaglsnastly unpaved. The group was cre-
ated to build a self-reliant community with a fo@rswomen's groups. At present CMS
works on education (for younger and older childrém@alth (both preventive and cura-
tive), Self Help Groups (SHG) promoting micro-cteditchen garden and animal hus-
bandry. They also run a hospital.
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Asha Seattle has been working with this group e past 10 years. From five pre-
primary schools our collaboration has expanded to:

35 pre-primary schools

Home for boys

School for girls who had dropped out

School at Amlamethi

Shibganj primary school

Programs for special children Health

The hospital provides health care at a subsidiaggto the local community of 30 vil-
lages. It is equipped with an Operation Theatertaeddoctors who come on a weekly
basis perform simple operations. However they lacktiple surgery kits and it takes
a day to sterilize the equipments. So they canpomdre than one surgery per day
even if the doctor is present. With the help of #s8MS wants to remove this obsta-
cle. In addition CMS has obtained an ambulancechvheeds to be fitted with clinical

equipment to be fully functional.

Another problem with the hospital is that the destdo not continue for long since
CMS is unable to pay high salaries. So they (CM&)ehasked for our help in this
matter. Moreover CMS wants to conduct a traininggpam for the nurses, village
level health workers, traditional birth attendaatsd SHG organizers and several
health awareness camps at different villages féeva years. This will increase the

popular knowledge regarding health and hygieneimpdove the overall situation.
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While many people choose to support Asha for Edloiceas donors, or volunteer
with one of our chapters, there is a growing numiifestudents, professionals and
even retirees who have a desire to directly sdrgse in need. It is with these people
in mind that the Asha internship program was s&twup??. The program provides a
unique opportunity for individuals who are intessksin hands on volunteering in In-

dia to spend frond weeks to a yeato an Asha project in India.

The main criteria for doing an internshighg relevance of the individual's skills
to the project needs - both the individual andghgect find the internship mutually
beneficial. Potential interns should be somewhatilfar with India and be able to
demonstrate that he or she is sensitive to tharalland environmental differences in
India, and will be able to adjust to conditionslmdia. In addition, many projects in
India are in areas where English is not spokenréfbee, an intern should be able to
speak in at least one Indian language so that l#h@rcan effectively communicate
while on the project. Presence of a local conmtiighly desirable in order to be able
to provide support if necessary. The typical cdsam internship is about $100 per
month for food, boarding and lodging - interns ex@ected to bear the entire cost of
the internship. In some cases, local transport atexy be provided.

Prior to starting an internship, project adistrators will discuss the objectives of
the internship with the intern before commencemiengeneral, project administrators
will expect the intern to provide them help in temg. Depending on the background
and experience of the intern, they may expectritegn to help them in doing analysis
or research into related issues like teaching nuetlogy and tools, analysis of social
issues related to education.

If you're interested in becoming an interleage fill up the Asha Internship Re-
guest form available online. The Asha Internship@mator will receive this form
and evaluate the application.



29

If the application fits our criteria and matchegraject, the Internship Coordinator
will contact the intern to see if the project ic€@gtable. If the intern deems the project
acceptable, the Asha Internship Coordinator will e intern in touch with the pro-
ject steward, who will further communicate with tinéern to determine if his/her ob-
jectives match what the project can offer, and wweith the project administrator to
confirm that the project can support the internifyithat time. Please note that the
process can take around 2 months. For additionf@rnmation, write to intern-

ship@ashanet.org

Asha Computer Donation

Tired of that old desktop or laptop that has becawmthing more than an expensive
paperweight? That paperweight could be a brightere for a group of children in
India! Asha for Education has worked with both Werld Computer Exchange
(WCE) and Friends of Young Minds (FOYM) which anetnon-profit organizations
that ship computers from the US to India. In facte of our WAH 2004 projects (in
the next section) received computers from FOYM/dii would like to participate in
this program, contact these two organizations alwwerldcomputerexchange.org or

www.ruf.rice.edu/~foym.
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Kids Walkathon (Asha Arizona)
Kids with the Asha Arizona chapter, aged 10-13aaiged a 5K walk-a-thon’ all by

themselves in October 2004. This was a unique-farser planned and executed by the
kids. The kids chose Octobél'2s a day for the event to commemorate Mahatma Gan-
dhi’'s birthday. They came up with thought-provakiquotes by Gandhi that were
printed on posters and placed at every 1K. Tiueid-raising drive included contacting
the City of Tempe, who let them use the Kiwani'skp#or free; contacting various
stores like Borders, Trader Joe’s etc. The Walkemtwas a resounding success with
around 150 attendees and about $3600 in fundsdrai$be kids were so excited with

the success of this event that they are planning/alk-a-thon 2005.’

Kids Painting Competition (Asha Hydera-
bad)

To raise funds for a mid-day meal program at

the Yellammabanda primary school in Kukat-
pally, Asha Hyderabad organized a painting
competition called “Chinni Chinni Asha” in
August 2004 for the kids of the city. This first
endeavor was a major success with over 400 =
kids participating in the event enthusiastically
and about Rs 60,000 being raised from the
event. We will also be organizing a Corporate
quiz in June 2005 where we hope to raise Rs
lakhs that will allow us to start the program in

earnest.

Sharad Saavan (Asha-UIUC)
Asha-UIUC organized a fall cultural event, "Shafaavan”, that featured a splendid

showcase of local Indian talent. The event, whies wur largest to date in terms of at-
tendance, attracted more than 300 people, who tnesged to two enjoyable evenings

of Indian dance, music and theater.
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Panel Discussion (Asha-CNJ)
"Promote greater trust and cooperation among theymis0Os and the government,

and systematize best practices.” This was the dwdming response of the nearly
seventy attendees at the Asha for Education BeGali& Dinner and Discussion held
at the Royal Albert's Palace on the 20th of Mar6B52 The evening's proceedings
were presided over by New Jersey Assemblyman Mendm Chivukula and the pan-
elists included Ms. Sonal Shah - Indicorps, Dr. dgommen - American India Foun-
dation (AIF), Prof. Radha Bhatkal - Castleton Statdlege, and Dr. James Almeida -
Silberman College of Business. Dr. D.P.Prakasiméorpresident of Asha for Educa-

tion, moderated the discussion.

In his opening remarks, Mr. Chivukula commendeditoek done by volunteers of
Asha for Education and recalled his past assoaatuith the organization. Mr.

Badrish Krishnan, former chapter coordinator of @entral NJ chapter of Asha for
Education then explained the wonderful work donénbydreds of volunteers of Asha
around the world. The Central NJ chapter basedbRiutgers University was started
in 1999 and has been very actively involved in suppg several projects over the
past 6 years. The two most recent beneficiariesMaghru - a school for blind chil-

dren in Yelahanka on the outskirts of Bangalorel Wivekananda Public School - a

school for children of migrant labourers and slunetiers in Hyderabad.
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In her opening remarks, Ms. Shah elaborated orwvdheus challenges and op-
portunities that lay ahead of us - the huge digearin literacy rates between men and
women, and between the rural and urban areas,iffieilties involved in retention of
children in schools due to economic compulsions @mat nutrition, the need to apply
NGO success stories in government schools, andrilsute not just monetarily but by
using our individual skills. Dr. Azad Oommen gatie perspective of a premier fund-
raising organization like the AlIF. He stressed lo@ importance of networking and co-
operative work among the many Indian organizatiarthe US. He also highlighted the

problem of educating children of migrant laborers.

Most importantly he emphasized the need to stretadry dollar far to get the most

benefit out of it - not just the money of the NGtz more so that of the government.

Finally Dr. Almeida spoke about the complexitiesdiefining "quality" education. He
highlighted the importance of "franchising” - tcate from success stories in several
parts of India and to replicate them on a muchdasgale. He encouraged everybody to
think out-of-the-box and come up with ideas andisohs to the problems that we face
in achieving the goal of UQE. In the interactivessen that followed, the audience
brought several vital issues into focus througtirtheestions to the panelists. The entire

event proved to be enlightening and insig vergone who attended it. As the event

drew to its conclusion, both the attendees andvithenteers went home debating the

many ideas that came up throughout the eveningtraidin a sens as the true meas-

ure of the success of the event.
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Melli Annamalai & Sirish Agarwal
Asha-MIT/Boston, Asha-DC

annam38@yahoo.com, sirish_ashadc@hotmail.com

Building a good quality school that the childrerthie community can attend simply
“provides” education for disadvantaged communiti€kis does help the community —
children get an education and are likely to hat®xamore opportunities open to them
because of that education. A key point of this ed@slthat someone “outside” the com-
munity usually builds the school. This can linffeetiveness and inclusion of the com-
munity in decision-making. Additionally, when thisutside"group leaves for some rea-
son, the project can collapse, unless active meadiave been taken for the community
to take over. Even with community involvement, line of demarcation between the
school and the community can be rigid, and the jgampght not feel a sense of owner-
ship of the school.

Asha and Empowerment:

In a desire to cause long-lasting change, someg@have focused on empowerment,
so that the community can be empowered to startamtheir own school, and start and
run their own developmental activities. One examglthe work in the Lucknow and
Lalpur area of UP started by Sandeep Pandey, ot @io-founders of Asha in 1991,
who went back to India shortly after.

Asha’s work in the area has focused on involvire\itiagers in all activities. The un-
derlying philosophy is that Asha is the people, Hredpeople are Asha. There is no de-
marcation between “us” the organization, and “then@ people being helped. There is
no “middle-man NGO” which does things for the pepphther it is the people them-
selves who are taking charge. The Asha team iesdlantirely youth from the villages

in the area. The youth have become involved wihigt of responsibility and have an
immense sense of ownership in the work as visibtee regular village level meetings.
All this has led to a sense of empowerment amoagillagers — a sense that they are in

control of the changes in their lives.



Bfbtter Governance through Empowerment:

The Right to Information Movement was started ia #nea as a key feature of better
governance. The movement sought to invoke thelpsapght to view the accounts of
the local pradhans and leaders. The governmensaragioning large sums of money-
for various developmental activities, were the fidtsappearing? What happened to
the borewell promised a year ago? What happent#atscholarship money that should
be coming to the students of the school? Whyasetla large discrepancy between the
claimed expenditure and the actual money spenbostaiction of the road? People be-
gan meeting with the pradhans to ask these qusstilbthe pradhans did not oblige, the
people started demanding answers. There was #girengoming together and

asking to see the accounts. Over the last threms,yis has resulted in reduced
corruption in the area. More importantly, it haalty inducted a ‘we can do it’ attitude
in the villagers, which is empowerment. Thereaawjne citizen participation in gov-

ernance.

The work has spread from the Lalpur village (aag# 60 km from Lucknow) to a 30

km radius. The District Magistrates of the diggim the area, Sitapur and Hardoi, have
been helpful and are supportive of the effort theFe/o tangible outcomes of this work
have been observed recently. One, corrupt goverhwearkers do not want to be
posted to this area, because they know Asha vausteill not allow them to be cor-
rupt. Government teachers are more regular andubkc health center (PHC) is open
for its regular hours (which is longer than the n@mof hours it used to be open). Two,
in the panchayat elections in the area, it hasrecessential for candidates to promise
to disclose all accounts and hold open meetingsrkalve the villagers. Candidates
without these characteristics would find it difficto be elected. This is long-lasting

change with all-pervasive impact.

Education and Empowerment:

As part of improving the government functioningg thsha team is trying to understand
and address the problems of the government schotile area. For example, transpar-
ency in accounts helped students get their govanheswholarships in full, instead of
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50% with the rest pocketed by the school admirtistna Action taken by the villagers
also resulted in two government school teachersgogiispended for poor attendance

and corruption.

In parallel, volunteers run several non-formal ediomal centers in the villages in the
Lalpur area and in the Lucknow slums. About 60dcén in 9 villages in the Lalpur
area — Lalamau mawai, Natpurwa, Lalpur, MeerakhBadaana, Tandkheda, Jamu-
nipur, Nariya, and Mulhai kheda, and 300 childne® islums in Lucknow — Charbag,
Kailash Kunj, Sprindale-Indira Nagar, Nadwa anddRioad benefit from these centers.
Attention is being given to the curriculum and dhéin learn about their environment
and community as well. Extensive teacher training iateraction camps are underway
where teachers actively participate in curriculuesign and compare learning methods

and education materials based on Eklavya and A&bhcus techniques.

As with the work on improving governance, the umideatures of education related
work are the involvement of the local youth (alhtaxs are run by the youth) and com-
munity support, sometimes in the form of land aladsroom donations. One interesting
aspect to note is that in all these educationakecsnthe initiative to start the activity
came from the villagers. For example, on hearlmmua Asha’s work, the Natpurwa
youth approached Asha and said they would staxtiges in their village. In the words
of one resident of Meerakheda village, Mr. RamakhariThere is no road, electricity,
or school in the village, the situation is quitesplerate. In this darkness the ‘Asha Pari-
var’ has brought a ray of light. | am heartenedde that these volunteers really are do-
ing tangible work. Hence | donated my house ta stachool. My family did not op-
pose this decision of mine. Certainly, this is ¢tinéy organization that is not interested
in politics but only in caring for the poor.” (Exge from Satchchi Mutchchi magazine,
August 2003 edition)
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Outcomes of the Work:

The desirable outcome of this participation byvhiagers at all levels is that the work
is directed by the villagers, resulting in the ddesation of meaningful and longer-term
“outcomes” instead of immediate “outputs” such amber of books distributed, as
typically measured in externally imposed metri¢ie villagers know what they need
best. The rate and extent of change is within thegof the villagers giving them com-
plete control over the local institutions and Ashatervention. In this sense, empower-
ment has served to enable the villagers’ partiopaty leveling the playing field be-
tween the power centers of government, vested grduBOs, and the people. Change
from within has followed. The people are involveddetermining the future of their

children.

.,r@ for Education

Ay

Bringing hope through education
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Dates: Sunday Nov 28 and Tuesday Nov 30, 2004
Volunteers: Kamalakannan (Asha Bangalore), Ruhishd Houston)

The visit was meant to be a surprise, and so wadalidall and inform Krupa. It was
Sunday afternoon, and Kamalakannan and | coordirtatmeet at 3:30. Since they
have Sunday activities we thought it would be gtmpist drop by. The best way to get
there is through a street close to Baptist Hospithlch has another Asha project - Su-
mangali Seva Ashram. The roads were muddy, andsqm®or, although there was a

beautiful park across the school.

As soon as we entered the building there were tidsewho came running greeting us
with "good afternoon aunty, uncle".... they werb years old, and very cute.

One looked like he had played in mud and had dasyylegs. His name was Daniel,
and he was almost like the ring leader, being diygiider. We met Krupa's mom,
Suguna, who was having lunch in the kitchen. Steus that the other kids were out
with Krupa at a picnic and play organized by anotfreup, and that these three kids
were living at the school since their parents cotilkkeep them. Daniel later told me that
he was frightened to go home since his dad hit(hisixdad is an alcoholic). We waited
for Krupa to get back and in the meantime Danigyj@Pand Rajkumar gave us their in-
troductions in five sentences each. They were rskdaut very cute. Each came from

large families in the nearby slum, with 4-5 othiétiags.

When Krupa came we talked about the slum, whidtuge, and the school kids be-
longed to a small section of it (population of g#hem not known, but it is has been in
the neighborhood for more than 20 years). The pheders were picked up in the
mornings and dropped off in the afternoons. Krunea,mom, brother and cousin did
most of the work, with one or two maids, and voaans who came in the evenings
(some tutored by Krupa's family) helped with adies for each age-group. They also

had women sew in the evenings (not very regularly).
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The slums that these kids were from was for cantbon workers from Ramnagar in
Tamil Nadu, who did not have voting rights in Katala. The land they are on belongs
to the government, and so could be claimed by gvergpment if they decided to build

there.

On Tuesday | visited the school around noon, aagtk-schoolers - 2-5 years old -
were getting ready for lunch. They were standinfjnie to wash their hands, about 30
of them. They were served by the older three kadd, were very patient. A few looked
like they were too young to eat on their own. Lugohsisted of a rice dish with vegeta-
bles and beans mixed in it. Some of the kids refiuseeat the vegetables but after the

meal their plates were checked, and they were askedlt everything.

After lunch we visited the site that they were adasng buying - it was close by, but
across a major sewer line, so the place had agssitmell. Due to this, it was much
cheaper than the adjoining land. Krupa said theylavoover up the ditch with a con-

crete slab and have a garden there.

Around 4pm, the older kids returned from their sulbo there were more than a hun-
dred of them, each with school bags and a few wgamiforms. They assembled out-
side on the terrace and sang a starting prayey. bituke off into smaller groups and
went into each of the bedrooms and balconies yes@ner of the house was filled with
kids. The older girls had dance class from a guy an extra in films. He was teach-
ing them well - they were practicing for a corperperformance where they would get
paid for the time-slot they were in. A few otheegdltarol lessons from a Srilankan lady
who was with the Overseas Women's Center. Thispgsapported various activities at
the school including a library and book-shelves.
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It seemed like there were more kids wanting to joithe evening sessions, but there
was not enough room. Krupa showed me some of dinework, and | took a few cards,
book-marks and hand-made paper bags to sell at Ashaton. Other items were can-

dles, Santa caps, and cushion covers, but I'mumetikthey will sell.

One of their pressing needs is sponsoring the thoaeders and meal money for the pre-
schoolers. If the funding for the land is delaylédjpa wants to use the HSBC money
(now for meals) towards money for land. It seenilegl they needed more space and
teachers. There were just three teachers in thareyeand they did a good job of talk-

ing individually to the kids. A fund-raiser is bgimrganized early next year for the land.

Other sources of income for Krupa are a Granitesglhancy, and a BPO that she and
her brother are setting up. Her cousin has a éxport business. They have two cars
that are used as transport for the kids to gogecsl occasions and for a hockey train-

ing camp that ten of them attend in the mornings.

The most shocking part of the visit was that mdéshe kids came from very large fami-
lies. Some had seven other siblings, and one dmbdiers - four of them were aged 3-6
years. According to Krupa many of the parents &ehalics, and wanted the older kids
to stay home to look after the younger ones. THerdjirls do domestic work at other
homes before going to school. If there was intetiearin family planning and in pre-
venting alcoholism, there would be fewer kids tgibewith. The parents didn't want to
give up their kids for adoption because the kidsidook after them in their old-age.
Because of family debt many of the kids are foricga construction, and a few into
early marriages not of their own choice. Many athalso need to be trained for basic
health concerns — cleanliness and toilet traivkhfew used to run out of the home to
relieve themselves. Some use bad language andastghing that is accessible. Krupa
said if the kids stopped coming to Sukrupa everaffaw months, they reverted to their

previous condition - stealing and avoiding school.
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Blessed is the man, who finds wisdom, the man waiosgunderstanding,
for, she is more profitable than silver and yidbdster returns than gold.

She is more precious than rubies; nothing you de&sin compare with her.

Long life is in her right hand; in her left handarches and honor.

(Proverbs 3:13-16)

Education: Academic Knowledge or Wisdom?

| emailed the coordinator of the newsletter thablld contribute an article on educa-
tion by the end of Saturday, which did not happehought, education... Oh | know

all about it. It will be an easy task. But wherat down to write the arti-

cle.............. what did | know about education. The reskdor this article made me
ponder. What is education? What is the purposelataion? Is it what we learn in

our books? Is it our skill to read, write and alitio do math? What is it that we get
out of this reading, writing and concepts of scesmoath, history and geography? Is to
educate to teach the skills required to survivis @rto impart the knowledge that

grows into wisdom?

Wisdom: acumen, astuteness, balance, brains, oagtroumspection, clear thinking,
common sense, comprehension, discernment, dis@iioim enlightenment, erudition,
experience, foresight, good judgment, gumptionsé@ense, information, intelli-
gence, judgment, judiciousness, knowledge, learquagsophy, penetration, perspi-
cacity, poise, practicality, prudence, reason, Gigasageness, sanity, sapience, sa-
voir faire, savvy, shrewdness, solidity, sophigtara stability, understanding

Source: Roget's New Millennium™ Thesaurus, Firstiéad (v 1.1.1)
Copyright © 2005 by Lexico Publishing Group, LLAl. rights reserved
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What is wisdom? Defining wisdom was an interestagk. My interest to know this led
me into all kinds of websites, but most importartiguiet meditative ponder. | came
across a part of the story from the life of Mayagalou: While Ms. Angelou was living
in Africa, a chief from Mali spent considerable &roourting her. In their last interac-
tion, he spoke directly to her in his native Fututtirough translation in French by his
friend. “You know books. Me. | know life. | have vex been into one school. Not one.
You read. | can write my name. So you know schdmi$,| know man, woman, cow,

horse, desert, jungle, sun and moon. Who is siyautpor me?” (Angelou, 1986, p. 94)

This brought me to the thought, “how do we attaisdoem?” Wisdom is the ultimate
aim of learning. Such learning is a long procedsctvinvolves a lifetime of thoughtful
inquiry and wide experience. Book learning and gsduboling help, but they are not

enough to form this supreme virtue of mind and abir.

It is no longer enough to be smart — all the tedbgioal tools in the world add mean-
ing and value only if they enhance our core valtlesdeepest part of our heart. Acquir-
ing knowledge is no guarantee of practical, usefylication. Wisdom implies a mature
integration of appropriate knowledge, a seasondiyaio filter the inessential from the

essential.

It is a superstition to think that the fullest del@ment of man is impossible without
knowledge of art of reading and writing. While th&howledge undoubtedly adds
grace to life, it is in no way indispensable for ma moral, physical or material

growth’”

- Melli Annamalai, Asha-MIT volunteer & Former Presid



Chapter Financials All amounts in Dollars

Chapter Opening Bal- | Funds Collected Funds Disbursed Closing Balance| Disburse-
ance ment Ratio
Ann-Arbor 25.22 5,395.31 2,127.53 3,293.00 | 0.39
Arizona 44.792.69| 30,48152|  40,448.3( 3482541  1.33
Athens 7,855.03 273.00 0.00 8,128.03 0.0p
Atlanta 3,830.90 | 13,213.07 7,342.39 9,701.58% 0.46
Austin 7,107.34 | 12,423.02| 12,606.15 6,924.2] 1.01
Bangalore | 2,507.45 2,839.00 85.17 5,261.28 0.0B
Berkeley | 21,698.08| 59,772.68|  20,252.4 61,218.48  0.34
Central NJ | 42,992.60| 33,080.54| 22,420.89 53,652.45 0.68
Chennai 661.50 10,761.00 7,638.33 3,784.11 0.11
Chicago | 36,574.74| 29,84455| 29,930.24  36,489.d5  1.00
Cincinnati | 3,776.99 | 3,537.71 9.00 7,205.70 0.0p
Cleveland | 6,959.04 | 11,471.15 8,782.73 9,647.46 0.7
Colorado | 31,864.03| 108,622.46  92,2255%  48,260.94  0.85
Cornell 15,229.92| 16,731.26]  11,602.3¢ 20,358.19  0.69
Corvallis 8,090.83 7,384.00 7,000.00 8,474.83 0.d5
Dallas 17,672.50| 14,482.83 9,153.54 23,001.79 0.63
DC 2593356 56,113.40|  33,244.9¢ 48,802.d0  0.%9
Delaware | 8.436.30 | 17,900.30 8,071.82 18,264.78 045
Delhi 3,153.47 409.00 12.27 3,550.20 0.0B
Detroit 10,037.81| 41,632.65|  15,707.03 35,963.43 0.38




All amounts in Dollars

43 Chapter Opeginnc% Bal- Funds Collected Funds Disbursed Closing Balance n?;tt)ﬁ:o
FSU 25.22 0.00 0.00 25.22 NA
Heartland 1,571.50 0.00 0.00 1,571.50 NA
Houston 3,795.78 15,000.99 6,668.30 12,128.47 0.44
Hyderabad 601.40 1,192.00 35.76 1,757.64 0.0B
Irvine 14,542.61 0.00 0.00 14,542.6] NA
Kanpur 49.47 500.00 15.00 534.47 0.03
Kentucky 5,700.00 355.00 0.00 6.055.50 0.0
Kolkata 2.051.55 1,315.00 39.45 3,327.10 0.03
LA 41,487.48 19,701.41 31,546.44 29,642.41 1.60
Madison 17,100.32 1,382.08 7.65 18,474.75 0.2
MIT 39,836.00 49,898.43 44,894.19 44,840.44 0.90
MSU (350.00) 6,086.70 3,018.00 2,718.071 0.590
MHV 67,452.05 43,690.16 32,111.27% 79.030.94 0.Y3
Mumbai 292.94 1,599.00 47.97 1,843.97 0.0B
Nashville 0.00 361.00 2.85 358.15 0.01
NYCNJ 92,602.22 168,157.72 119,040.1 141,719810.71
Philadelphia 3,242.07 3,555.98 1,360.80 5,437.25 0.38
Portland 10,529.49 6,648.76 4,613.53 12,564.7]2 0.9
Princeton 34,404.79 21,864.94 29,589.44 26,680.28 1.35
PSU 0.00 4,934.00 2,500.00 2,427.00 0.51




All amounts in Dollars

44 Chapter Opening Bal- Funds Collected Funds Disbursed Closing Balance Disburse
ance ment Ratio
Pune 20.37 1,335.00 40.05 1,315.32] 0.03
Purdue 0.00 692.97 0.00 692.97 0.0d
Redlands 12,607.96 6,628.24 1,979.00 17,257.20 0.30
Rochester 0.00 80.00 0.00 80.00 NA
Salt Lake 0.00 8,602.06 6,130.34 2,471.72 0.7
City
Santa Bar- 0.00 2,926.52 2,500.00 426.52 0.8p
bara
Seattle 589,755.45 685,739.08 374,302.40 901.192)13 065
Silicon Valley | 314,280.84] 269,839.09 196,895.64 387,224)290.73
St Louis 18,408.44 14,585.04 15,6844.7 17,147.34 1.09
Stamford 8,640.23 29,506.00 14,149.59 23,996.68 0.48
Stanford 17,532.55 46,838.33 36,881.03 27,489.85 0.7T9
Syracuse 2,243.02 6,501.67 4,540.85 4,203.84 0.10
Toledo 680.00 14,268.00 5,745.00 9,203.0¢ 0.40
Uflorida 0.00 316.00 9.48 306.52 NA
Urbana-C 16,234.36 16,391.35 10,865.54 21,760.17 0.66
Yale 5,917.12 10,804.80 6,567.91 10,154.02 0.61
Asha Master | 259,417.40, 147,228.36 42,029.19 364,616.57 0.p9
Tsunami Re- 0.00 133,190.00 3,520.20 129,669.20 0.g3
lief
WAH (8610.54) 161,628.27 149,516.51 3,501.2P 0.93
Total 1,881,792. 2,379,610.37 1,475,669.03 2,785,725.84 0.62
09




Project Disbursements
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Ann Arbor

1) A.K. Lodhi Project

Total

Arizona

1) Asha Samaiik Vidyalaya

2) Rachana Society for Social Reconstruction
3) Sarada Sadan Vidyalaya

4) Jeeva Jyothi

5) Matrichaya Literacy Project

6) Deena Bandhu

7) National Initiative for Blind

8) Guria Swavam Sevi Sansthan

9) DJVS Educational Institution

10)  Sai Kripa

11) Swami Vivekananda Education Society
Total

Atlanta

1) Anusandhan Trust

2) Center for Rehabilitation for Blind Women
Total

Austin

1) Bharatiya Jana Seva Ashram

2) Asha Shiksha Aansthan

3) Raja Shivaji Vidalaya Project

4) Prasanna Jyoti

Total

Berkeley

1) Abilities

2) Anusandhan Trust

3) Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha

1,300.00
1,300.00

5,300.00
0@@80
5,000.00
3,450.00
1,650.00
3,000.00
3,350.00
5,000.00
2,220.00
3,600.00
3,500.00
39,970.00

4,234.00
0G60.00
7,234.00

2,620.00
4,170.00
2,000.00
3,600.00

12,390.00

2,000.00
7,740.00
2,000.00
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4) NICF

5) WAYSS

Total

Central NJ

1) Guria

2) Odanadi

3) Vasundhara Public Charitable Trust
4) Mathru

Total

Chicago

1) Navivoti/NFF Centers
2) Aralu

3) Asmita

4) Jyotirgamaya

5) Navivoti/ASV Rajatlab
6) The Learning Network
Total

Chennai

1) Build

2) Scholarships

3) Sangamam

4) Dream

5) Asha India Conference
Total

Cleveland

1) Saathi

2) Satyagraha Association
Total

Colorado

1) Sebama Foundation

2) Arz

All amounts in Dollars

4,770.00
3,400.00
19,910.00

5,000.00
3,500.00
8,500.00
5,000.00
22,000.00

5,000.00
7,615.00
2,650.00

1,015.00

12,500.00

290.00

29,070.00

2,000.00
1,654.00
1,272.00

1,271.00
1,150.00
7,347.00

7,000.00
1,750.00
8,750.00

75,833.42
4,000.00
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3) JDS

4) SNS

5) MG Residential School

6) SAADOW

7) INMI

Total

Cornell

1) Ananda Bharati

2) Baikanthapur Tarun Sangha

3) Institute of Social Work

4) Kaingarya

Total

Corvallis

1) Bhainsaha Junior High School

2) Sri Gurudev High School

3) Vemula Mandal Schools Projects
Total

Dallas

1) Rotary School

2) TRY(Try to reach)

Total

DC

1) Solar Computer Project Initiative
2) Support a Child Program Nalamdana
3) Rural Interdisciplinary Development Society
4) FORWARD

5) Lalpur

6) Jupiter Academy

7) RARLL

8)

Project Sahvog

All amounts in Dollars

1,877.00
2,626.00
3,855.00
380.00
3,574.00
92,145.42

1,500.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
10,500.00

1,000.00
740.00

5,260.00
7,000.00

5,418.00
3,300.00
8,718.00

5,126.00
5,400.00

,500.00
4,510.00
3,220.00

1,870.00
2,000.00

2,000.00
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9) Adhikar

10)  Phulenagar

Total

Delaware

1) Mother India Community Development Association
Total

Detroit

1) Purnapragna Trust

2) Bharathi Trust

3) Bharat Integrated Social Welfare Agency
4) Shanti Sadana Ashram

Total

Houston

1) Pasumi Trust (Project Asha Build) Chennai
2) Try( To reach you)

3) Asha Marie Curie Scholarships

Total

Los Angeles

1) Udayamkarnagal

2) Street to School

3) Vivekananda GK

4) Mitharam

5) Vanashree
6) Youth Dreams —Bilani
7) New Horizon

8) Punjab Istri Sabha
9) Bridge the Gap
10) Amandeep

11) Ashrava

12)  Parikrama

Total

All amounts in Dollars

2,832.00
3,500.00
31,958.00

8,000.00
8,000.00

5,000.00
3,500.00
4,000
3,000.00
15,500.00

08,60
2,700.00
300.00
6,600.00

1,000.00
2,472.00
300.00
3000.00
2,500.00
2,350.00
3,000.00
1,500.00
1,000.00
2,008.00
651.00
651.00
18,781.00
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MIT

1) Aviram

2) Matpurwa

3) Sahanivasa

4) SFFD

5) Shiksana

6) SVYM

7) TEA TRUST

8) Viveka

9) WARM

10) Deenabandhu

11) Jaher

12)  Katkari

Total

MHV

1) Bharati Trust

2) Vivekananda Educational Society for Children
3) Assara

4) Seva Chakra Samaiam

5) Sarada Kalvan Bhandar

6) Mitra Residential School

Total

MSU

1) Institute for Socially Disadvantaged group
2) Muskaan

Total

NYC/NJ

1) Anawim Trust

2) Door Step School

3) Namaval Institute for Research

4)

National Association for the Blind

All amounts in Dollars

6,600.00
2,260.00
13,840.00
6,542.00
900.00
1,500.00
2,915.00
1,500.00
783.00
700.00
2,244.00
3,100.00
42,884.00

1,650.00
,250.00
2,750.00
10,000.00
10,000.00
5,435.00
32,085.00

,00D.00
2,000.00
3,000.00

4,000.00
12,700.00
4,000.00
2,200.00



50

5) Sarada Kalyan Bhandar

6) Sarvodaya Parivar Trust

7) Seva Chakkara

8) Santiniketan Sishutirtha

9) Timbaktu Collective

10)  World Computer Exchange

11)  Vivekananda Educational Society for Children
Total

Philadelphia

1) Economic Rural Development Society
Total

Portland

1) Rajatalab

2) Olcott School

Total

Princeton

1) Khajurdaha Nabankur United Club
2) Asha Chennai

3) Chatnath Trust(Kathai Aruvi)

4) Support

5) Vasundhara

6) Tribal Health Initiative

7) FIRM

Total

PSU

1) Free the Slaves

Total

All amounts in Dollars

4,000.00
4,400.00
64,222.00
4,000.00
3,500.00
5,187.00
8,000.00
116,209.00

1,307.00
1,307.00

3,000.00
1,600.00
4,600.00

5,900.00
2,550.00
4,667.00

5,000.00
5,000.00
4,100.00
2,200.00
29,417.00

2,500.00
2,500.00
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Redlands
1) IJNMIH, Sikkim
Total

Salt Lake City
1) Braile Printer for Look Ahead
Total

Santa Barbara

1) SEED

Total

Seattle

1) Annalakshmi- UK
2) Aralu

3) Astha

4) Avehi Abacus

5) Bharathi Trust

6) Bhoomi Heen Sewa Samathi
7) Champa Mahila Society
8) Chetanaa

9) Each One Teach One
10) IOl

11)  ISDGFI

12)  Jagriti Bal Vikas Samiti
13) Jeevan Gnanodaya

14)  Learning Network

15)  Mother India Community Development Association

16) Muskaan
17)  Odandai Seva Samsthe
18) Prasanna Jyothi

All amounts in Dollars

1,900
1,900

5,165.00
5,165.00

2,500.00
2,500.00

238.00
5,000.00
6,776.00
50,000.00
4,500.00
30,000.00
66,535.50
2,545.00
3,600.00
1,500.00
4,950.00
9,000.00
15,150.00
4,255.00
32,419.00
2,000.00
10,000.00
720.00



52

19) Ravi Aluganti Fellowship

20) Readers Project

21)  Rural Health and Environment
Development Trust

22)  Support

23)  Suvidha

24)  Shanti Sadhana Ashram

25)  Shastri School

26)  Spastics Society

27)  Sumavanam

28)  Swarnivar

29) TN School Reconstruction

30)  Tsunami Relief Fund

31) Udhavum Karangal

32) UMBVS
33)  Urmul Jyoti
34)  Uthnau

35)  Vigvan Ashram

36) Vikasana

37) Yogada Satsang Society
Total

Silicon Valley
1) Jyotirgamaya

2) Pathri

3) Michael Daube Charitable Trust

4) Mother India Community Development Association
5) Hameed Fellowship

6) CDDP

7) Irula

8) SFT- WIN

All amounts in Dollars

4,409.00
500.00
17,250.00

15,000.00
1,320.00
3,500.00
7,913.00
3,000.00
1,750.00
5,000.00
2,400.00
5,000.00
14,160.00
6,000.00
10,000.00
11,105.00
3,000.00
1,750.00
9,971.00
372,216.50

1,000.00
8,330.00
3,900.00
48,655.00
2,963.00
29,633.50
23,582.00
5,672.00
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9) Sowbhagya

10) Ruchika
11) Kuno

12) Kondh

13) IOl

14)  Sac- India
15) CFRT

16) Varun

17)  Asha Darshan
18)  Swanirvar
19)  Jagriti Bal Vikaas Samithi

20)  Ankur

21) NAB

Total

St. Louis

1) Vikas Adhvavan Kendra

2) Center

3) SEED

4) Baikunthapur Tarun Sangha
Total

Stanford

1) Asian South Pacific Bureau of Adult Organization
2) Bharat Vidyalayam

3) People First Education Charitable Organization
4) Ananva

5) Sarvodaya

6) Vanavasi Ashram Trust

All amounts in Dollars

13,945.00
8,755.00
7,138.00
3,256.00
1,000.00
4,285.00
920.00
473.00

6,503.00

4,500.00

7,428.50
2,765.00
7,110.00

191,814.00

2,590.00
3,500.00
6,200.00

3,400.00
15,690.00

2,000.00
19,552.00
2,288.00
500.00
3,000.00
2,160.00
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7) Vivekananda Educational Society for Children

Total

Stamford
1) Dhampa Dipa School

2) Assam Center for Rural Development

3) Tribal Empowerment Project
Total

Syracuse

1) Tribal Empowerment
2) TRY( To Reach You)
Total

Toledo
1) Helen Keller Memorial Association
Total

Urabana- Champaign

1) Voluntary Health Association
2) Bharatiya Jan Seva Sansthan
3) Kalyan Sangha

Total

Yale

1) Sikshana- Sivasri Charitable Trust
2) Girl's Bicycle Project

3) SKB- Sarada Kalyan Bhandar

4) Anandan

Total

All amounts in Dollars

,500.00
36,000.00

6,000.00
5,600.00
2,000.00
13,600.00

2,000.00
2,500.00
4,500.00

5,642.00
5,642.00

4,500.00
3,700.00

2,425.00

10,625.00

500.00
1,500.00
2,000.00
2,500.00
6,500.00
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Asha Master

1) VOICE
2) Save Children’s Home
Total

Work An Hour

1) Adhikar

2) Michael A Daube Charitable Trust
3) Baikanthapur Tarun Sangha

4) TRY

5) Vanashree

6) Ann Foundation

7) Enablina Technologies

8) Kamla Mehata School for Blind Girls
Total

Beginning of Year 2004

End of Year 2004

Assets:

Cash - non-interest bearing 12,814.00 35,500.00

Savings and temporary cash investments 1,823,822/0%,090.00
Land and building 0.00 0.00

Other assets 0.00 0.00

Total Assets 1,836,656.00 2,740,590.00

Liabilities:

Accounts payable 0.00 0.00

All amounts in Dollars

24,451.00
15,913.00
40.364.00

4,158.00
42,460.00
37,778.00
10,000.00
35,000.00
4,000.00
9,795.00
3,000.00
146,191.00



Consolidated Statement of Financial Condition
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Beginning of Year 2004

End of Year 2004

Assets:

Cash - non-interest bearing 12,814.00 35,500.00

Savings and temporary cash investments 1,823,822/0%,090.00
Land and building 0.00 0.00

Other assets 0.00 0.00

Total Assets 1,836,656.00 2,740,590.00

Liabilities:

Accounts payable 0.00 0.00

Fiscal Year 2003 -2004

Revenues:

Direct public support 1,070,860.00 1,509,284.00

Indirect public support 110,793.00 256,784.00

Government contributions (grants) 0.00 0.00

Total contributions, gifts and grants 1,181,653.0Q,766,068.00
Membership Dues 0.00 0.00

Investment Income 10,931.00 12,361.00

Gross revenue from sale of assets other than iame6t00 0.00

Less: Cost or other basis 0.00 0.00

Net income from sale of assets other than inventor.001 0.00

Gross revenue through special events and actid#8s368.00 832,035.00
Less: Fundraising expenses 215,259.00 237,647.00

Net income from special events and activities 42%3.00 594,388.00
Gross sales of inventory, less returns and alloes24,483.00 20,275.00
Less: Cost of goods sold 15,207.00 32,137.00

Net income/loss from sale of inventor 6,276.00 -B52.00

Other revenues 11,399.001 6,256.002
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Total Revenues 1,635,368.00 2,367,211.00

Expenses:

Grants and similar amounts paid 1,172,682.00 1,4384.00

Management, general and other expenses 21,080.0@32313.004

Total Expenses 1,193,762.0 0 1,463,277.00

Net Income 441,606.00 903,934.00

Y Includes a returned project check sent to MuskBaopal, Madhya Pradesh) in 2002.
ZIncludes donations from volunteers towards admjseese and from 2004 and recon-
cilation from 20033 Includes banking fees of approximately $1,624, itreatd proc-
essing fees of approximately $5,558, newslettargipg and posting expense of ap-
proximately $1,980, publicity and advertisementgemse of $6,968, PO Box rentals
expense of $118 and other general and administraiipenses. The substantial $4,549,
PO Box rentals expense of $124 and other genedahdministrative expenses. A sub-
stantial part of this cost was borne by Asha fon&adion volunteers.

*Includes banking fees of approximately $1,459, itieatrd processing fees of approxi-
mately $21,912, newsletters printing and postingeese of approximately $1,946, pub-
licity and advertisements expense of $961, PO Roxals expense of $447 and other
general and administrative expenses. A substgrdialof this cost was borne by Asha

for Education volunteers.

P.O. Box 322, New York, NY-10040 www.ashanet.org

.,r@ for Education

Ay

Bringing hope through education



