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Annual Report December 2010  

Asha Kiran 
Asha Seattle’s Quarterly Newsletter 

Dear Reader,  

Welcome to this issue of Asha Kiran, which is the 
annual report for the year 2010. Below,  you will find a write 
up on how the year went from our chapter coordinators fol-
lowed by an update for each of the projects we supported. 
2010 continued to be a year in which Asha Seattle saw a fund-
ing shortfall. This spurred many volunteers and supporters to 
fundraise for Asha, through personal contacts and by organiz-
ing events. A partial listing of the events held is found toward 
the end of the newsletter, followed by a report on our fi-
nances.  

We are grateful for all the hard work put in to raise 
as much as possible in 2010, and we are extremely grateful to 
our donors for coming forward and continuing to support 
Asha.  

As can be seen from the project updates, every pro-
ject supported is helping individuals marginalized either due 
to historic social practices or lack of access to public services, 
or economic circumstances, and often a combination. A ma-
jority of projects provide access to public services, many in 
areas where government provided services don't exist or are 
of poor quality. A few of our projects have taken the approach 

of working with the government to improve the quality of 
government public services, in very creative ways, with sig-
nificant community involvement.  

What can  also be observed by looking through the 
project updates, is the breadth and depth of the impact that 
our all volunteer chapter has, and, it is astonishing. While this 
is something for our community to feel good about, the gap in 
living circumstances and opportunity between those that 
have the best, and those that are marginalized continues to be 
unjustly wide.  

It is therefore each of our responsibility to take ac-
tion and work toward a world where no one is marginalized. 
We encourage you to take that action, by supporting Asha for 
Education, Seattle chapter, or through means that are more 
conducive to you. Regardless of what the action is,  it is im-
portant to act.  

Thank you again, for your continued support of Asha 
Seattle.  

- Asha Kiran Newsletter team 

 

Editorial 

Asha for education was established in summer of 1991 
at Berkeley by few students including V.J.P.Srivatsavoy, D. 
Gupta, and S. Pandey. While we celebrate our 20 years of suc-
cess, we are still driven by the same belief that education is a 
critical requisite and an effective catalyst for social and eco-
nomic change in India. Asha has expanded over the years into a 
66 chapters strong, internationally recognized, non-profit or-
ganization with yearly disbursements over $3 Million. 

The Pacific Northwest community has embraced the 
cause of Asha to its heart. Through the support of this commu-
nity, Asha Seattle, established in 1994, has quickly grown to be-
come the biggest chapter of Asha. We support over 40 projects 
that take care of a variety of needs of under privileged society 
across different states of India. These projects are making a huge 
difference as you may see through our project reports and brief 

summaries below. 

The last two years have been very challenging for Asha 
Seattle. The economic downturn has taken a big toll on the 
amount of money we were able to raise. While on one side we 
were seeing a decrease or stagnation of our donation, on the 
other side our project partners were struggling with double digit 
inflation in India. As a result, Asha Seattle has been exercising 
financial austerity measures for the last two years, i.e. no new 
projects, and minimal inflation related increase for projects. We 
are hoping that this year we will see a turnaround in our fund-
raising with the economy turning northward, which will help us 
get out of austerity measures. 

Last year was a very successful year for us barring miss-
ing the fund raising target. 

Chapter update 



2  

 

Adruta Children’s Home 

Adruta Children’s Home is an effort of RAWA Academy of Bhu-
vaneshwar, Orissa to provide a home for uncared for girl chil-
dren. Established on 1998, Adruta runs primarily on personal 
contributions and ad-hoc sponsorship beside Asha Seattle fund-
ing. 

Adruta currently houses more than 100 girls, the oldest being in 
her early teens, and the youngest still just about a year. The chil-
dren of school-going age are sent to local schools. Also they re-
ceive training in sports, athletics, yoga, meditation, drawing, 
music, Odissi dance and vocational fields from very competent 
trainers. Despite the dire economic crisis the children have 
shown excellence both in academics and in extra-curricular ac-
tivities. 

Amar Seva Sangam 

Amar Seva Sangam was established by Mr. S. Ramakrishnan, a 
quadriplegic, in 1981. In the year 1992, Mr. S. Sankara Raman, 
affected by Muscular Dystrophy and a Wheel Chair user, left his 
lucrative practice at Chennai, and joined Ramakrishnan with a 
dream to build a Valley for the physically challenged. Their vision 
is to make Amar Seva Sangam a model center catering to all the 

needs of the disabled. Amar Seva Sangam is located in Ayikudi, 
near Thenkasi, Tamilnadu. Amar Seva Sangam has several facili-
ties for the physically challenged population.  

Institution based (on campus) facilities include Children 
homes, provision of  food, clothing, transportation, physiother-
apy, medical attendance, mobility appliances and education  in 
the Sangam’s Nursery / Middle Schools. Support to go to schools 
off campus for higher education is also provided. The Sangam 
runs a school for special children on-campus. Here, children are 
trained in daily living activities, behavioral science, self-care, 
learning capacity by familiarizing them with the reading / writing 
and speech besides vocational skills. They are also given physio-
therapy and provided with nutritious food, including lunch, milk 
and biscuits. Their health care requirements are also taken care 
of. There is an Orthotics Center which manufactures, repairs, 
and services calipers for  the residents and for anyone who may 
approach the centre with their specific needs. The Medical Test-
ing Unit, on campus  is well used by families of challenged per-
sons, by patients with spinal cord injuries, for post pcute care 
etc.   In addition, several programs are run to help the physically 
challenged population of all nearby villages.   

Amar Seva Sangam is an Asha star project, which 
means, the main donor is directly involved, and stewards the 
project herself or himself. The amount sent is based on the 
amount the donor steward is able to personally raise.  At the 
request of donors, the amount raised goes to the Sangamam 

Project Notes 

Projects updates for the year 2010  are listed in  alphabetical order. For more information about any pro-
ject, please see:  http://www.ashanet.org/projects/chapter-view.php?&a=29 

Junior Asha has grown as a completely independent 
wing. It has organized its own independent events and also sup-
ported events organized by the rest of the chapter. It has helped 
us take our mission to a wider spectrum of the Pacific Northwest 
community 

Our events were very successful. While Geetanjali and 
Allgorhythms were almost sold out shows with great reception 
by the audience; Asha Diwali concert was made a recurring 
event after two years of good successes. We had a very success-
ful art exhibition, with paintings from famous Indian artist Ms. 
Malti Pandey and her students. 

Team Asha made Miles for Smiles a year long event 
with focus on both the Rock n Roll and Seattle Marathon. Their 
Fun Run in the Sun event was attended by 100+ runners. Team 
Asha climbers took the Asha Seattle banner to literally to new 
heights, by climbing Mt. Rainier. Wheels of Change continued its 
successful run with eleven bikers taking the challenge of biking 
over 206 miles from Seattle to Portland last year. 

We focused on improving project processes and on 
strengthening partnership with our projects. We also improved 
our presence in social media (e.g. Facebook, Twitter). We had a 
couple of workshops and talks that helped us learn from each 

other and from people working at the grassroots level. 

Though the Indian economy is growing at more than 8% 
a year,  the income inequality is growing as quickly. Indian gov-
ernment has enacted Right to Education, Right to Information, 
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act to support people at 
the bottom of the pyramid. These are steps in the right direction 
but there is still a lot to be desired in their effectiveness and 
reach. We believe that the need for organizations like Asha that 
are focused on education for under-privileged, will continue to 
be felt in vast sections of Indian society for the foreseeable fu-
ture.  

While we celebrate our 20 years of success, we believe 
that this has been only possible because of the support we have 
received from this community. With your support we would love 
to keep driving towards a society where everyone can get access 
to good education that can help them exercise their potential. 

We would love to strengthen our relationship with our 
patrons and look forward to any suggestions and feedback you 
may have. 

 

- Asha Seattle Coordination team 

http://www.ashanet.org/projects/chapter-view.php?&a=29
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School for Special Children. 
At Sangamam school, as of end of 2010, there are 78 

students, who are all day scholars. The school employs 9 teach-
ers and 4 helpers to take care of the children’s needs during the 
day.  The funds sent through Asha Seattle are utilized towards a 
portion of teachers’ salaries.  

Astha 

Astha is a Delhi based non-profit organization that fo-
cuses on education services for  mentally and physically disabled 
children from slum communities in South Delhi. Astha is inspired 
by a core belief that “each and every person in society, however 
severely disabled, has the right to equal opportunity in every 
institution of society and the right to develop their full poten-
tial”. In 2010, the center provided help to a total of 32 benefici-
aries, including 20 children with multiple disabilities and 8 with 
mental retardation. 

Asha Seattle has 
been supporting 
Astha  since 
1998. Astha pro-
vides crucial and 
fundamental 
educational op-
portunities to 
the children and 
their families. 
Initially the cen-
ter served more 
as a rehabilita-
tion center. The 

child’s time was split 
between different 
therapies, ADL 
(activities of daily 
living) training, and 
functional education. 
While these are im-
portant for any child 
to become independ-
ent, it is equally im-
portant to expose 
the children to the systems of general school, which in every 
child’s life, is a first point of entry into maistream society. Astha 
believes in the ability of all children with special needs, and their 
right to learn and exposure to knowledge similar to that im-
parted in general school system. Therefore, it has consciously 
decided to shift its focus from being a rehabilitation center to 
developing the center, into a model school for children with 
multiple disabilities based on the mainstream school system. 

A recent site visit report to the center, conducted in 
December 2010, reports excellent student-to-teacher ratios, a 
well-qualified teaching staff, Astha’s positive impact and rapport 
within the surrounding community, along with engaged, happy, 
and satisfied students. Astha is currently in the process of get-

ting its existing students into mainstream schools and coming up 
with a future plan of utilizing the Right to Education act,  to get 
disabled children into mainstream schools. 

Avehi Abacus 

The Avehi Abacus project  is an initiative of the Avehi 
Public Charitable (Educational) Trust and has been working in 
the area of quality education for all from 1990. After developing 
a prototype supplementary enhancement curriculum from 1990 
to 1996 the program was gradually spread to all schools in Mum-
bai Municipal Corporation (MMC) from 2006. The curriculum 
module known as Sangati is aimed at the age-group of 9 to 14 
years i.e. classes V, VI, VII. Sangati is a series of 6 teaching-
learning kits with interlinked themes.  
Implementation of the Sangati program 

In the current phase Sangati is being implemented in all 
the Upper Primary Municipal Schools of Mumbai since 2009. As 
a part of this intervention Sangati kit 1 (Myself, my body, our 
needs) and kit 2 (Our earth and the web of life) were imple-
mented  and reached 52,000 children and 1460 teachers. 

Sangati kit 3 (How Societies developed) and kit 4 (The 
Way we Live) are being implemented for std VI. As per the 
schedule Sangati orientation workshops for teachers of std VI for 
kit 3 were held between 14th July and 5th August. The over-
whelming response to the workshops resulted in teachers con-
ducting Sangati kit 3 sessions regularly. Since kit 3 supplements 
the History syllabus in schools, teachers were able to conduct 
sessions effectively and could also use Sangati sessions and ma-
terial to complement their regular classes. 

The project team approached the MMC Education Offi-
cer for permission to conduct Sangati kit 4 orientation work-
shops for teachers of std VI in all wards. The Education Officer 
granted permission for a one hour orientation to be organized in 
each school complex. These sessions were held for teachers dur-
ing December and January in all wards.  

Sessions for Sangati kit 4 are presently being conducted 
in the schools. The response to these sessions has been very 
positive since this kit dwells on various social issues reflected in 
society today e.g. caste, gender discrimination, communalism, 
economic inequalities etc. The kit is being appreciated by stu-
dents and teachers alike as it provides them an opportunity to 
critically engage with these issues in the classroom and present 
their views. 
Working with State agencies for improvement in Pre-service 
and In-service Teacher Education and text book revisions 

The project has developed a supplementary foundation 
course for Pre-service Teacher Education (Diploma in Teacher 
Education - D.TEd.) which was tested in two DTEd colleges be-
tween 1998 and 2000. This module is being currently reviewed 
and finalized.  

The School Education and Sports Department, Govern-
ment of Maharashtra has sanctioned permission to the project 
to work with select District Institutes for Educational Training 
(DIET) and 2 -3  colleges affiliated to these DIETs, for field testing 
of the module. 

The National Council for Teacher Education has drafted 
the National Curriculum Framework (2010) for Diploma in 

Classes at Astha  
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Teacher Education. All the States are expected to revise their 
syllabus as per the NCF 2010 norms. The project is part of the 
Committee constituted by the Maharashtra State Board for 
Teacher Education, which is part of the Maharashtra State Coun-
cil for Educational Research and Training to review the syllabus. 
The effort of the project is to ensure that the ethos and element 
of the course developed by the project are included in the re-
vised syllabus.   

The Avehi Abacus Project is contributing to the Com-
prehensive Quality Education Program initiated by State Project 
Director, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). The program aims at 
specifying clauses of quality as per Right to Education Act 2009 
(RTE). 

The project is also collaborating with the Pedagogy Unit 
of SSA to provide inputs to the Resource Bank of innovative 
teaching material. The process aims at improving the quality of 
in-service teacher training programs under SSA.  

The Avehi Abacus Project also engaged in advocacy 
efforts in affiliation with  the All India Forum for Right to Educa-
tion (AIF-RTE) which seeks the repeal and improved re-
enactment of the Right to Education Act, 2009. At the state level 
the project has been an active founding member of the Commit-
tee for Equal Fundamental Right to Education (CEFRTE). Cur-
rently the project is focusing on two issues- Early Childhood Care 
and Education for Children between 0 to 6 years denied under 
RTE and fact-finding/data collection and advocacy with relation 
to communities in Mumbai affected by demolition.  

Balavihar 

The Balavihar project is designed for providing holistic 
education and improving quality of English language learning for 
urban lower middle class children enrolled in poorly equipped 
urban schools in the neighborhood of Vijayanagar locality of 
Bangalore. It provides library facilities; English language educa-
tion and non-formal activity based learning programs. 

Balavihar is  constantly improving their learning activi-
ties including conversations, language games, and enactment of 
plays, story-telling and reading. 

Betsy Elizabeth Trust Creche 

The Betsy Elizabeth Trust runs crèches for children un-
der 5 years of age. Situated in Kodaikanal, Tamil Nadu, the 
schools rescue children who are neglected, left on the street to 
fend for themselves, and bring them to a safe place which pro-
vides shelter, 3 meals per day, education by trained teachers, 
health care and lots of affection. Asha funds the Grace Kids' Cen-
tre (GKC), which is the biggest crèche run by the Betsy Elizabeth 
Trust. GKC runs at its maximum capacity and accommodates 50 
kids. Asha has been funding GKC operating expenses since 2006. 
In 2008, Asha helped fund the construction of a permanent 
building for GKC. 

Preschool education is provided to the kids. Education 
is not limited to just the kids. There are periodic parent seminars 
that deal with health care, clean water, vaccinations and the 

importance of keeping their kids in school. Regular medical and 
dental health checkups are organized through other volunteer 
medical organizations. 

The crèches provide a great start in education for the 
children instills enthusiasm to continue schooling once they 
graduate from the crèches and creates awareness in parents on 
the importance of sending children to school. This provides the 
strength and hope to break the relentless cycle of poverty.  
Bhoomi Heen Sewa Samithi 

Bhoomiheen Sewa Samiti was founded in 1978 by Lalit 
Uniyal, then an IAS officer who left his job and dedicated his life 
for the upliftment of the landless Dalit laborers in Aau village in 
Atarra tehsil of Banda district of Uttar Pradesh. The educational 
endeavor supported by Asha Seattle at Aau is targeted primarily 
(but not exclusively) for the upliftment of children of landless 
Dalits. The school has three parts, a non-formal and innovative 
primary school (including a readiness program); a formal but 
innovative middle school; and a High School with vocations be-
ing added to it. 

   In 2010, Bhoomiheen acquired more land for organic 
agriculture - for trying out some innovations in agriculture work-
ing with small farmers in the village. They are trying baby-corn, 
broccoli and mushrooms. They do these experiments on behalf 
of the villagers and when successful, train villagers on those. 
One of the very successful experiments was of barseem grass - 
which has proved to be an excellent fodder that the villagers 
really like for their cattle. They also published the second issue 
of their school magazine. With Asha Seattle's support the school 
has seen many improvements over the year in terms of both 
infrastructure and quality of education. 

Center For Learning 

CFL began in 1982 as an alternative, quality education 
center that seeks to discover, impart and share its understand-
ing of quality education with all interested. CFL has been suc-
cessful in helping children acquire academic skills, a zest for 
learning and self-confidence. The philosophy is to lets children 
learn at their own pace, free of fear and coercion to help them 
grow into self-actualizing, self-disciplined, independent learners. 

The Children’s Learning Centre building was given a 
much needed face lift, a kitchen space was set up and storage in 
the classrooms was made. All students did well, but on the not-
so-positive side enrollment was lower for various reasons. 

Champa Mahila Society 

Champa Mahila Society (CMS) works to build self-
reliant communities in the Basanti area of Sundarban, West Ben-
gal, focusing on women's groups and education projects. With 
Asha, CMS operates over 50 pre-primary non-formal education 
centers; two primary schools with a total of 500 students; a chil-
dren's home; and a health clinic.  
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In 2010, CMS continued expanding with Asha's support, 
opening several new pre-primary schools and accepting dozens 
of new students in both of its primary schools. In addition, they 
informed us that one of the graduates from the children's home 
has become a teacher in a government school in the area. 

Delhi 20% school reservation clause 

The Delhi Government stipulated that private schools, 
who obtained land at a very nominal rate, have to enroll chil-
dren from Economically Weaker Section (EWS) of the society 
into these schools. 10% of seats (earlier it was 20%), therefore, 
should be reserved for these children. Asha Delhi supports this 
project as this enables usage of a provision within the law lead-
ing to a systemic correction, even of the mindsets of the fee pay-
ing parents, bringing in social harmony. Asha Delhi 20% Reserva-
tion Clause Project and Parivartan are now partnering with Pard-
arshita, another group in support of the recent Right to Informa-
tion Act.  

In 2010 they have seen some challenges in getting re-
sponse from Government authorities. Many schools were col-
lecting funds from the students in violation of the law. When 
these violations came to the notice of Pardarshita by the stu-
dents, then more than 500 students were assisted by Pardar-
shita in raising their voice against violation. A complaint with the 
Delhi Govt. was filed among others, but no action was taken for 
a long time. Finally through Public Interest Litigation, the High 
Court has issued a notice to Delhi Govt. to get things moving 
again. 

Door Step School 

Door Step School (DSS) programs are divided into two 
main categories:  
1. Direct Education Program - Project Foundation  

These services are offered to children in slum communi-
ties, pavement communities and construction sites, where 
classes are set up where the children are. For children living in 
pavement communities or at locations where there are no 
rooms for classes the School on Wheels works as a mobile class-
room.  

Under Direct Education the following programs are con-
ducted: 

¶Non-Formal Education (NFE) – This program covers non-
school going children in the age group of 6 to 14 years.  

¶Study Classes – caters to school going children in the 1st 
and 2nd standard.  

¶Balwadi – for preschoolers in the age group of 3 to 5 years.  

¶School on Wheels - These are buses that serve as mobile 
classrooms to enable DSS to reach difficult areas or to collect 
children from smaller sites to one location.  

¶Crèche – This program caters to children in the age group of 
0 to 3 years. 

¶School Transportation - this is an added service provided for 
bringing children to municipal schools as well as picking them 
up.  

2. School Intervention program (Grow with books) 
DSS drives a mobile library to various schools and also 

conducts reading classes. Without the mobile library, children 
have almost no access to any books other than their text books. 
The mobile library was used by kids who could read well, but the 
kids who could not read, did not come forward to take books. So 
DSS started reading classes along with mobile library. Once the 
schools are selected, each standard is allotted one Reading class 
per week. The class teacher is usually present in the classroom; a 
few of them even participate in the activities. The activities of 
the class are conducted by Book-fairies (the field level workers 
of the program). Normally two book-fairies together conduct a 
reading class session of 90-minute duration.  

This year 36,405 children from 131 schools were cov-
ered under the Reading Class program (Std. I to IV). In all, 44,387 
children (Std. I to VII) were covered under project “Grow with 
Books”. 

The biggest problem for DSS is School dropout and chil-
dren of migrant laborers moving from one location to another. 

Addressing School dropout - The two main reasons for 
irregular attendance are responsibility of household chores such 
as washing, cleaning and filling water and lack of easy and regu-
lar access to water. Because of this children come late or leave 
early from the class. Another important reason is the task of 
baby-sitting. To address this, DSS started day-care centers at 
construction sites and is also conducting regular meetings with 
parents to emphasize the need for all children to attend school. 

Addressing Children migrating to other locations/sites – 
The opening as well as the closure of construction sites is be-
yond the control of DSS. As soon as DSS find a new construction 
site in the area, they start a class there. And when a site is com-
pleted and the laborers move out,  DSS is forced to close down 
the site. Also, even if the site is not complete or closed down 
laborers may move in and out according the needs of the site. 

¶Self Addressed Post-cards – DSS gave children post-cards to 
mail from their new location. Unfortunately, this experiment 
was a failure as almost nobody sent the post card back. Dis-
heartened, DSS discontinued the distribution of post cards. 

¶Seeking help of Labor contractors – With good relationship 
with the labor contractors DSS was able to be informed about 
the whereabouts of the laborer’s children based on the move-
ment of the laborers.  

¶Teaching children to call us from the new location - This 
year, 68 children called us and we could help 58 children to get 
admitted to the school in their new locality. 

¶Tracking of Children by Teachers - This year, of a total of 
1782 children who migrated, the contact numbers of 298 were 
available and 110 children could be reached. Out of these chil-
dren 98 were re-enrolled in DSS or a nearby school. 

Education and Vocation for Special Children (V-
Excel) 

V-Excel Educational Trust is a Chennai-based organiza-
tion that caters to children with  mental and developmental dis-
abilities. V-Excel's activities primarily include a teacher's training 
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academy, school for children with developmental and learning 
disabilities, remedial school for children to cope with curriculum 
and a center for research and rehabilitation that provides train-
ing in sensory integration and vocational services. In addition, 
the group also provides a support group for parents and has 
provided counseling services to more than 4400 children in the 
rural areas of Tamil Nadu. V-Excel has been awarded numerous 
awards, such as The Mother Teresa Award, National lifebuoy 
Award and the Rose of Ridvan Service award, for their work. 

Asha Seattle supports underprivileged economically 
disadvantaged parents by providing scholarships to children at-
tending V-Excel. In 2010, Asha Seattle supported 35 children. 

Fellowship -  Ravi Aluganti 

Ravi Aluganti is an Asha fellow being supported by Asha 
Seattle since 2001. He works with children of various govern-
ment schools in Madanapalle mandal of Chittoor district in An-
dhra Pradesh. He is currently working with 12 schools in the 
area. He also runs a mobile library for the children of these 
schools, a program that was started in 2003 with support from 
Asha Seattle. We introduced the education facilitator program in 
2005. This  program aimed at identifying and training local youth 
that can work full time in a particular school using Ravi’s teach-
ing methods. Identifying and retaining the facilitators has been a 
challenge. Ravi had worked with 9 facilitators  since the program 
started and only 3 are currently active. We started exploring a 
new proposal to build a resource center in 2010. This proposal 
was on hold for couple of years since Asha Seattle could not sup-
port any increase in funding. But with the help of some external 
source of funding (Om Prakash Foundation, an individual donor, 
and some local donors) who are willing to support the infrastruc-
ture costs, we were able to move this forward in 2010. Ravi is 
yet to find a suitable place for the center but he is actively pur-
suing this. In the short-term, the resource center will act as a 
library/after-school activity center and the future plan is to ex-
pand this to a model school and a teacher training center. 

EOTO Each One Teach One 

EOTO is shaping the lives of special needs children by 
giving them the full individual care they deserve. The school is 
concentrating on teaching and encouraging children with dis-
abilities to interact with others, to learn new skills and to be in 
an environment where they are safe and well treated. In 2010, 
EOTO took on 8 new students to reach a total of 45 children, 
from age 6-17  

In 2011, EOTO would like to support more hearing aids, 
repairs and painting of class rooms, advance their library, and 
hire more medical staff.  

Gandhi Kasturibhai Village Development Soci-
ety (GKVDS) 

Gandhi Kasturibhai Village Development Society 
(GKVDS) has a mission of rehabilitating dropout children of the 

deprived sections of  society (small farmers, landless laborers, 
dalits and people with disabilities). The organization provides 
non-formal education, vocational training and health care to 
children in 5 villages of Chengam Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District 
in Tamil Nadu. Asha Seattle has been supporting this project 
since 2007. In 2010, 150 children were enrolled in the program 
receiving non formal education and vocational training. The staff 
includes a project coordinator experienced in non-formal educa-
tion, five instructors and a tailoring teacher. GKVDS does a good 
job keeping the parents engaged in their children’s education 
through meetings and discussing test results with them. They 
also conducted health camps to educate children about health 
care and hygiene. GKVDS was recognized by The National Inte-
grated Cultural Academy in Chennai with a Gold Star Millennium 
award for their contribution towards rural development. 

GRAVIS  

GRAVIS, based in Jodhpur (Rajasthan), works to im-
prove the life of villagers in the Thar Desert of Western Rajast-
han. GRAVIS organizes rural reconstruction projects that encour-

age self empower-
ment. The organi-
zation works on 
various issues in-
cluding water secu-
rity, health and 
gender equality. 
GRAVIS currently 
works in 850 rural 
communities 
throughout five 
districts of West-
ern Rajasthan.  
With the funds 
provided by Asha, 
GRAVIS is expand-
ing its influence to 
include six new 

villages (Minno Ki Dhani, Charai, Khabra Khurda, Khabra Kala, 
Dabri, Ekal Khari) in Jodhpur District.  

 

Activities completed in 2010 Units  

Construction of Taanka 11 

Formation of SHGs (self help 

groups) 

6 

Capacity building workshop of 

SHGs 

1 

Vocational training of SHGs 1 

Medical camps 6 

Running of school 2 

GRAVIS Tankaa beneficiaries 
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Gyandeep Vidyalaya 

Gyandeep Vidyalaya was established in 2003 with 10 
children to provide access to education to “Nat” (street per-
former) and seasonal labor communities.  Today, the project has 
expanded to 142 children, 5 education centers in 5 villages, a 
vocational training center, the community’s first library, a relent-
less effort to create awareness about human rights and fight 
social issues like child labor. The project has made it possible to 
bring formal healthcare to the communities. 

Since 2003, several children have been integrated into 
government schools. The vocational training center for women 
made it possible to supplement income via sewing and knitting. 
Heath camps facilitate general hygiene education and vaccina-
tions. And library has been a common attraction for children and 
adults alike. Although illiterate, the adults enjoy staring at pic-
tures from the outside of their small world.  

Asha for Education started supporting the organization 
in 2005 and is the sole source of funding for Gyandeep Vidya-
laya.    

India Sponsorship Committee 

Since 1990, ISC-Pune has been working in the slum 
communities in and around Yeravada and children from migrant 
communities working in the brick-kilns on the northern bound-
ary of Pune city.  

It’s objectives are to  mainstream and support the edu-
cational needs of the underprivileged children, and to assist in 
the empowering process of youth, especially the girl child.  

Asha-Seattle supports 4 programs run by ISC:  
Vidyadeep: This program is targeted towards under-

privileged children who are already enrolled in Municipal 
schools, but need more personal academic attention as parents 
are not in a position to help them with studies and coaching 
classes are simply unaffordable. Under Vidyadeep program ISC 
runs support classes for 2nd to 8th grade students, where ISC’s 
volunteer or paid teachers help students in subjects they strug-
gle at.  In 2010, 224 children were enrolled in Vidyadeep. 

Sabala: Through Sabala, ISC engages youth in gender 
education programs, which otherwise are scarce in Municipal 
schools where these children are enrolled.  In 2010, 161 boys 
and 140 girls were enrolled in Sabala.  

Reading programs in municipal schools: Municipal 
schools where the children of Yerawada are enrolled, do not 
have extensive libraries, neither do they encourage students to 
develop interest in reading. ISC runs roaming libraries and works 
towards developing reading habits in children. In 2010, the read-
ing programs reached 516 children.  

Saksham: This program focuses on empowering girls 
and women by providing them vocational guidance and a source 
of alternate income. Currently there are 25 participants, who 
have set up their own production facilities under supervision 
and guidance from ISC. ISC helps them sale their products. Cur-
rently the sales are mainly to corporate houses. 

 

Jagriti Bal Vikas Samiti 

In the past year, The Swami Vivekananda School at Lod-
har supported by Asha Seattle through Jagriti Bal Vikas Samiti 
has continued to do well.  Some of the teachers have been given 
a small salary increase in May.  In addition two new teachers 
have been hired and one has left.  The current strength of the 
school is 298 children which is roughly the same as last year.  A 
new computer laboratory has been inaugurated in the 
school.   Six of the students took part in a cultural competition in 
Kanpur during the first week of October.   Three of them won 
awards in this competition.   This is quite remarkable considering 
that there are several schools in Kanpur that participate in 
this.  Currently the school is under the Open School system for 
public  exam and they are applying for CBSE in the coming year.  

Jan Seva Mandal 

The academic year 2010-2011 of Janseva Mandal hostel 
began in the second week of June. This was the first time that 75 
boys were admitted, an increase of 15 from the usual number of 
60. Also, for the first time, tuitions in Maths were arranged for 
boys of class 7 and 8. The tuitions have benefited the boys to a 
good extent. There has been a noticeable improvement in the 
level of Maths among these boys. Classes in computers contin-
ued during the year. The boys of class 5, who touched a com-
puter for the first time in their life here at Janseva, have now 
taken to it as a fish to water.  

The boys are actively involved in agricultural work. It 
helps them  keep in touch with agricultural know-how besides 
learning the dignity of labor.  

Flag-hoisting took place on August 15 and January 26. 
The boys put up a cultural programme on August 15. There was 
also a drawing competition for boys of classes 5 to 8 and an es-
say competition for boys of class 9 and 10. 

In the last week of September, the boys had two small 
outings to a nearby school that has a huge playground and other 
sports facilities like basketball court, playzone, etc. The boys had 
a wonderful time. On December 19, a cultural programme was 
organized in the context of Christmas. Most of the boys partici-
pated in one event or the other. The highlight of the programme 
was a tribal dance in which the boys danced merrily, hand in 
hand and individually to the tune of dholak (drum). Occasions 
like these become good opportunities for the boys to express 
their talent and grow in confidence.  

On January 23, Parents’ Day was celebrated. Around 45 
parents participated in the event. Each of the boys designed a 
card and presented it to their parents. There were a couple of 
fun games for the parents and a cultural programme followed by 
lunch. It was a memorable day for the parents. 

Jeevan Gyanodaya 

Jeevan Gnanodaya School for the Deaf is a wing of the 
Jeevan Gnanodaya Charitable Trust. It has been functioning in 
Chengalpattu since 1989. The school shelters and educates 
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speech and hearing impaired kids from poor, rural backgrounds. 
When children are admitted their hearing level is determined 
and they are given the hearing aid equipment necessary for 
them. They are provided special speech therapy classes in addi-
tion to the regular curriculum. The school has also started an ITI 
for hearing-impaired children where they will acquire technical 
and industry-based skills such as sitting, turning, carpentry etc. 
Some vocational skills like chalk making are also being imparted. 
All the facilities provided by the school are free, including food 
and lodging.  

Jeevan Gnanodaya started with 5 students (in 1989) 
and the school now has 147 students ( about 87 stay in the hos-
tel and about 40 day scholars) and classes up to X std.   In recent 
years, Jeevan Gnanodaya has also tried to go a step forward in 
implementing innovations in their teaching philosophy. Funda-
mental research in the domain of education has established the 
superiority of a bilingual approach to teaching, wherein mastery 
of one language gives children a greater chance to learn a sec-
ond one.  Jeevan Gnanodaya is slowly beginning to take baby 
steps in this direction, and has been actively recruiting teachers 
who are professionally trained in imparting sign language educa-
tion.  

Asha Seattle has supported the project since 2002 and 
funds the non-technical teacher’s salary for the school.  

Jeevan Vidya 

The academic year 2010-2011 of Jeevan Vidya boarding 
began in the second week of June. 

64 girls were admitted as  the  boarders.  Some tuition 
classes (Mathematics, English, Marathi, Computer classes, 
Herbal Medicine, Family life education) have been added to help 
students progress further. Counseling session for girls is con-
ducted every Sunday. Children have access to the library on Sun-
days. Remedial mathematics for 5th to 7th std. students is or-
ganized by Quality Education Support Trust from Thane (QUEST).  

A guest teacher taught the students about various dis-
tricts of Maharashtra. 

There were a host of other activities. Flag- hoisting took 
place on 15th August and 26th January. Girls put up a cultural 
program. Various festivals like Rakshbandan, Pola (the feast of 
bulls), Deepavali, Christmas and Makar sankranti were cele-
brated followed by a special lunch. 

Girls had a fun trip to see the circus, participate in 
“Women’s day” by putting up a welcome song and street play 
and they got to go on a picnic in a beautiful park in Nandurbar. 

In the last week of October, the girls had an outing to a 
nearby school that has a big playground and other sports facili-
ties like basketball court, play zone, etc. Rasna, a boarder from 
Std. 8, went to Nasik for the district level sports in running. She 
won the third prize. 

Sports day at Jeevan Vidya was held on Dec. 22nd. A 
variety of races were organized class wise. The girls enjoyed 
themselves and the day concluded with prize distribution and 
snacks. The girls also took part in sports organized at their re-
spective schools. They won prizes in long jump, throw ball, relay 
and running. The girls also took part in various competitions like 
elocution, group dance, drawing, singing, general knowledge 

quiz. The girls fared well.  
On January 25, Parents’ Day was celebrated. Around 

100 parents participated in the event. Each parent was pre-
sented a rose. The chief guest was Mr. Marathe - Director of the 
blind school. He brought a few children along with him. Some of 
the parents came up and spoke very positively about our board-
ing and the improvement in the girls through various classes 
held by Jeevan Vidya. The cultural program was followed by 
lunch. It was a memorable day for the parents. 

Through all these activities these girls have become 
more confident and vocal and are capable of carrying out re-
sponsibilities without much supervision. 

Karnataka Welfare Association for the Deaf - 
Shastri School 

Shastri School for Hearing Impaired Children is located 
outside the city of Bangalore, India.  It was established in March 

1994, by a group of so-
cial workers from Rajaji-
nagar who established 
by a group of social 
workers from Rajajina-
gar who established the 
Karnataka Welfare Asso-
ciation for the Deaf. 
Starting with just 20 chil-
dren, the school cur-
rently has over 100 or-

phans who live and 
learn in the school.  

The school 
teaches students from 
pre-primary to 10th 
standard and covers 
subjects like math, 
science, history, and 
Kannada as well as 
electives like arts and 
crafts and physical 
education.  The stu-
dents also get one-on-

one training with a speech 
and hearing therapist 
every week that helps 
them practice auditory 
exercises and learn basic 
sign language.   
Through the “Support A 
Child Program,” sponsors 
are paired up with a child 

from Shastri School and by 
providing a donation of 

$20/month help cover the child’s food, boarding, and educa-
tional expenses.  Below is a picture of Kavitha B., a 7th grade 
student supported by this program.  Kavitha’s strongest subject 

Pre-primary students Kumar, Mad-

hav, Priya, and Maya are patiently 

waiting for science class to begin.  

Student in Ms. Hemavathi class 

Ms. Hemavathi  teaching students 
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is math as she enjoys solving word problems.  All the orphan 
children live and learn in the school until they have completed 
the 10th standard. After completing school, the faculty helps 
prepare them for work through vocational training and sets 
them up with work positions in the local community.  There are 
fourteen faculty and staff members at the school who are dedi-
cated to supporting and educating these children. In  a picture 
on  the previous page,  Ms. Hemavathi, draws a large mouth on 
the blackboard, teaching her students parts of the body.   

Recently, the school has celebrated holidays like 
Pongal, in January, and Holi, the festival of colors in March.  The 
children celebrated Holi by playing with the bright colorful pow-
der in a nearby park. Local vendors donated food and sweets so 
that the children could have a special meal during these holi-
days.  

Learning Network 

Learning Network, a brain child of a few Asha volun-
teers, explores various approaches towards holistic education. It 
has established itself as a resource to facilitate networking & 
ideas exchange across educational resource groups and educa-
tors across India. Learning Network’s seventh annual conference 
was hosted in 2010 at Timbaktu Collective in Andhra Pradesh. 
The conference was attended by 120 people from 11 different 
states. The participants were teachers, trainers, parents, thera-
pists, volunteers working in NGOs, NGO personnel involved in 
educational projects, teaching aid manufacturers, persons run-
ning learning centers for children, etc. The conference included 
multiple workshops, presentations and absorbing discussions on 
diverse aspects of education, e.g. uses of traditional board 
games, environmental education, personality development, im-
pact of libraries, puppetry, hands on science teaching, etc. All 
presentations and recordings of the conference are available on 
the project site. Revive, our annual magazine, was released at 
the conference. 
MICDA 

The MICDA school continues to provide an education 
for the children of  Vidyut- Sadasivapuram, a small rural habita-
tion that was set up partly by MICDA itself.  The school has con-
tinued to manage exceptional academic results, particularly 
since almost all the students are first generation school go-
ers.  In 2010, as in previous years, all children taking the state 
board 10th grade examinations passed, with several obtaining 
"first class" results.  Also, with the onetime support of Delta Phi 
Omega in partnership with Asha Dallas, MICDA was able to pur-
chase its first desktop computer for the school.  The organization 
hopes to hire a parttime computer instructor to provide basic 
computer instruction to the students.  MICDA was also able to 
renew its recognition/permits from the state government, which 
provides the required permits to function without restrictions 
for the next five years.  However, in spite of the tremendous 
work put in by MICDA, as well as the school's outstanding repu-
tation in the district, the organization has been  unable to obtain 
any support from any source other than Asha.  There also re-
main the usual problems of teacher turnover, and occasional 

issues of student attendance. 

 Muskaan  

With incredible determination and loving spirit, Shivani 
Taneja initially started Muskaan in 1997 as an effort to provide 
meaningful education to twenty children from slum (basti) com-
munities in Bhopal. Interactions with families residing in the 
slums revealed realities of the children’s daily challenges. A 
child’s path in education stems from family, convincing Muskaan 
to include programs that incorporate whole communities, 600 
children and their families. Community programs within the bas-
tis include savings groups, income generation, and health care 
initiatives. Muskaan now works extensively with 9 basti commu-
nities. The number of children in the educational program has 
increased by 150 over the last 6 years.  

 Currently, Muskaan is in the beginning phases of two 
large projects: strengthening the scope of their educational pro-
gram by increasing resources for a richer curriculum as well as 
purchasing land for construction of their own space.  In educa-
tion, Muskaan has been a source of alternative education for 
children in the bastis who have experienced humiliation and lack 
of educational quality in governmental school. Until now, 
Muskaan held classes in a central teaching center. They recog-
nize the importance of starting tuition centers within the bastis 
to increase the integration of education in the basti communi-
ties and the attendance of children in school.  In addition, 
Muskaan plans on expanding their curriculum to help strengthen 
the content of the children’s education. 

 A total of 15 girls are in 10th through 12th standards. 
Since Muskaan began, 6 girls have completed 12th standards.  In 
2008, 3 girls were the first of their communities to graduate. 
Since then, 3 additional girls have followed suite. Four of them 
are currently pursuing studies in college. 

 Since 2005, Muskaan has moved through 5 different 
office spaces due to discrimination by neighboring tenants. Mov-
ing has impacted the office as well as Muskaan’s nearby hostel 
which allows girls to pursue dreams unknown to their parent’s 
generation. This year, through some personal funds and sub-
stantial loans, Muskaan has successfully purchased land so they 
can construct their own space which will include a central teach-
ing space and hostel for girls! They are continuing to raise funds 
as less than ¼ of the land has been paid for. 

 Project Why  

Asha Seattle has supported Project WHY since 
2006.  Project WHY (PWHY) had grown organically, primarily 
engaged in education and employing people from the commu-
nity. Asha Seattle stepped in at a time when PWHY was strug-
gling to raise funds from grassroots efforts because most organi-
zations considered it to be an “Out of the Box” organization and 
had overlooked funding PWHY. Asha Seattle’s contributions 
amounted to about 30% of PWHY annual budget and thanks to 
our support, PWHY is still on its mission -  to ensure that children 
do not drop out of school and provide mainstream education for 
100 children every year.  
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PWHY operates in tough environments in urban slums, 
where kids are controlled by mafias who use the children for 
various illegal activities like stealing from goods trains, etc. Every 
year about 20 to 30 students pass their class XII examinations 
with reasonably high grades, which is a success story by itself. 
Many of the alumni are now gainfully employed in good jobs 
and have thus broken the cycle of poverty they were born in. 
Asha Seattle also supports a donor funded Support a Child  SAC 
program of 8 children. PWHY sponsors boarding school costs of 
these children (almost all of them are toppers in their classes). 
Asha Seattle also provided  a capital grant for its sustainability 
project, Planet WHY. 2010 brought in remarkable progress on 
Planet WHY concept validation and an architect on board, work-
ing towards design. Thanks to your donations to Asha, Project 
WHY makes a difference in the lives of 600 children each year, 
using education as the magic tool to bring in fundamental 
change in their lives. 

Rishi Valley School (RVS) Rural Health Project 

Rishi Valley School, a Krishnamurti school in Andhra 
Pradesh has  several programs to provide services to communi-
ties  around it, which are rural. These services include health-
care,  education and nature conservation.  

Alumni from Rishi Valley initiated this project with Asha 
to support Rishi Valley’s rural development efforts. An alumna 
who is from Madanapalle is  particularly interested in this pro-
ject, and conducted an extensive site visit this year.  She pre-
sented her very positive findings to the chapter.  

Rural Development Trust 

The Rural development Trust (RDT) currently supports 
692 students across schools in 10 construction areas. The aim is 
to provide free, compulsory and quality education to children of 
migrant laborers. The school is run based on a well formed cur-
riculum with play style learning kits for the younger children and 
provides mid-day meals to all the participating children. 

RDT has participated in and organized various activities 
for the migrant laborers and their children to encourage them to 
stay in school. Mr. Elumalai, the project coordinator is also work-
ing with various agencies in Chennai to increase the visibility of 
this organization, generate more media presence and to ad-
vance the future prospects of the students passing out from 
RDT. Students passing out from RDT are awarded a certificate 
which is recognized as valid alternative education if they wish to 
join a government school in a different region. 

Some of the activities conducted over the last year are 
listed below. 

1. RDT has participated in a group study organized by 
Madras School of Social Work that highlights the issues of mi-
grant families. Their role is that of a participating field agency 
which guides the students in enumerating the day to day issues. 

2. A medical camp was organized by RDT Special School 
for Migrant Children on 19th and 26th September 2010 in col-
laboration with Lions Club of Chitlapakkam and Hindu Mission 

Hospital. A large number of construction workers and children 
participated in the camp. http://www.thehindu.com/todays-
paper/tp-features/tp-downtown/article809876.ece 

3. A three day skill development training program was 
organized with the help of Lions Club to train children studying 
in 5th to 8th grade at RDT schools. This program covered the 
basics of screening printing techniques, multi color painting, 
drawing & coloring pictures, poster making, innovative chart 
preparation etc. Over 120 migrant children from Andhra Pradesh 
and a few poor children from surrounding rural areas benefited 
from this training. At the end of the day a merit certificate was 
issued to all children who participated in the training. 

4. Pongal related special cultural programs were held at 
Egattur School on 18th January. 

The RDT team has been working with the Unorganized 
Worker`s Federation and National Campaign Committee for Un-
organized Sector Workers based in Chennai and played a key 
role in surveying and compilation of a study report that high-
lights the socio-economic condition of migrant workers and their 
children. 

Sakshar 

Sakshar is a project run by Vigyan Vijay Foundation 
(VVF) in Delhi. Its goals are to prepare grade 1-5 students for the 

formal education system, 
provide a personalized and 
disciplined learning envi-
ronment for students to 
adapt to the formal educa-
tion system, remove com-
mon barriers to education, 
provide support for stu-
dents in formal schools 
and focus on education for 
girl children. 

Asha Seattle sup-
ports a child care center and a 
non-formal education center 
run by VVF. Other than that 
they offer a wide variety of 
programs ranging from pre-
paratory bridge courses, adult 
literacy, education on issues 
of self-advocacy, social secu-
rity and personal savings, 
health education and primary health care for slum residents and 
self-help groups. 

Senchiamma School 

Bharathi Trust is a Chennai-based NGO that is engaged 
in empowering the Irulars, an oppressed tribal community in 
Tamil Nadu. Bonded labor and oppression is rife and most of 
the community members find work as laborers in the surround-
ing rice mills and farms. With help from the community, an Early 
Childhood Education center was established by Asha Seattle 
volunteers. 

Classes at Sakshar 
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The center consists of 2 buildings and caters to 75 chil-
dren between 0-6 years. The goal is to provide nutritious food 
and a safe environment for the children while their parents are 
at work. The center focuses on techniques that facilitate 
"learning-by-doing." Through flash cards, storytelling, and other 
innovative hands-on activities, the children have a fun atmos-
phere that is vital for early childhood development. Asha Seattle 
supports the day-to-day operational costs (mostly educational 
and nutritional needs) and infrastructure for the pre-school. 
Every year, many of the children from the early childhood center 
are successfully transitioning to the neighboring government 
schools as a result of the support they received in their forma-
tive years.  

In 2010, the center made a few essential building up-
grades and enriched their learning materials. They also assisted 
the older kids in their transition to government schools with 
uniforms and textbooks.  

Sikshana 

Sikshana is a project started in 2002 by ES Ramamurthy 
to improve the learning levels in government run schools in the 

state of Karnataka. It aims 
to improve the quality of 
education in the schools it 
adopts by keeping the 
teachers and students mo-
tivated in learning. It 
works with the existing 
system – the government, 
schools, teachers and the 
children to bring about the 

changes with quantitative 
targets and time schedules. 
It is based on a sustainable 
model which can be repli-
cated at a larger scale. 

The year 2009-10 
was an exciting year for 
Sikshana Foundation as it 
grew from 135 to 250 
schools by inducting all 34 high schools in Kanakapura along with 
new higher primary schools in the Kanakapura, Anekal, Hoskote, 
Chikballapur Taluks and a cluster of schools in Madanapalle, 
Andhra Pradesh. With this all the higher primary schools and 
high schools in the Kanakapura taluk are now nurtured by Sik-
shana. A number of activities were held through the year with 
specific expectation of outcomes.  

As Sikshana expanded into Anekal Taluk, a new ap-
proach was tried as the mentor in charge of the cluster was em-
powered to conduct the training at the school level using the 
same tools as used by the Sikshana trainers. This was an attempt 
to test the ability of Sikshana to scale up using decentralized 
approach for transfer of concepts.  

Sri Sai Seva Sadan 

Sri Sai Seva Sadan has been established with the inten-
tion of serving specially abled children/adolescents from rural 
areas. They are provided with specialized medical care, special 
education, lodging and boarding. The project is managed with 
the funds received from Asha for Education Seattle Chapter and 
local donations. Asha funds 80% of the expenses.  

Sri Sai Seva Sadan program includes Yoga, special edu-
cation, Speech Therapy and vocational training to the boys 
through the staff appointed for each purpose. This project is into 
3rd year and is currently supporting 18 children with special 
abilities. 
Sumavanam  

Sumavanam is in a remote part of Andhra Pradesh and 
it provides quality education to about 40 children who come 
from economically deprived neighboring villages. The school is 
based on the teaching methodologies of David Horsburgh of 
Rishi Valley.  

This school is able to arrest dropout rates by making 
children enjoy learning. This is done by providing a unique envi-
ronment of co-operation, self and peer supported learning, 
along with crafts and hands on learning tools for lifelong sup-
port. The students are also engaged in extra-curricular activities 
such as, painting, needle work, carpentry etc. They are extraor-
dinary in their craft work and have great concern for the envi-
ronment. 

SUPPORT - Society for Undertaking Poor People 
for Rehabilitation 

 Asha partially funds SUPPORT’s work in the  rehabilita-
tion through vocational training of street boys involved in drug 
abuse and other risky behavior. SUPPORT enables them to sus-
tain themselves in the society. 

The project objective is to have a long term process 
comprising of detoxification, rehabilitation and provision of vo-
cational skills with a view to mainstreaming them back into the 
society, as productive citizens. 

 SUPPORT imparts skills to the youth taking into consid-
eration their minimal education  and  literacy. 

Their training activities include carpentry, welding, 
screen printing, catering and housekeeping - which Asha funds. 

The “FLUTE” *Freedom, Listening, Understanding, 
Transformation, Enjoyment] methodology is continuously imple-
mented with children and youth and  significant changes have 
been observed. 

The Vocational Training program is a residential pro-
gram, where the youth stay and pursue vocational and skills 
training courses. It enables them to equip themselves in order to 
secure employment in the future. 

The tables on the next page  show breakdown by de-
partments and outcomes for the vocational training section sup-
ported by Asha Seattle. 

Introduction to Total Qual-

ity Management 

Delhi quiz and trip 
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The Hemophilia Society, Bangalore 

Way back in July 2008, just before the funding freeze 
and financial austerity measures were implemented, one of the 
very last projects to get approved was The Hemophilia Society, 
Bangalore. As the project partner faced further delays (nearly 1+ 
year) in getting the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) 
approval, from the Government of India, the first check was sent 
early last year.   

As a part of this project, Asha Seattle will work with the 
Hemophilia Society, Bangalore. It was started as a self help 
group, in 1992, to spread the awareness of hemophilia in Banga-
lore and nearby areas. In addition to spreading awareness, the 
society aims to help hemophiliacs by making hemophilia treat-
ment affordable, funding their education, providing micro-
credit, etc.  

 Hemophilia is a rare bleeding disorder in which blood 
doesn't clot normally. People who have hemophilia may bleed 

for a longer time than others after an injury. Bleeding may also 
be internal, especially in the knees, ankles, and elbows. This 
bleeding can damage organs or tissues and may be life threaten-
ing. Most hemophiliacs can lead a normal life with a restrictions. 
But late detection, lack of access to good medical facilities, and 
lack of awareness significantly reduces the odds of leading a 
normal life and hemophiliacs may develop potentially life threat-
ening problems.  

Asha Seattle will support the salary of the physiothera-
pist who works with Hemophilia Society, Bangalore. In addition, 
it will also support 9 hemophiliac children who cannot afford to 
pay for their education and treatment.  

Tomorrow’s Foundation 

Originating with only seventeen children on the terrace 
of Mother Teresa’s Nirmal Hriday in Kalighat in 1991, Tomor-
row’s Foundation today works with 1519 children in Kolkata and 
beyond.  

While remaining true to its principal focus on education 
of underserved children, the Foundation today has expanded its 
activities to include community-based health services, voca-
tional training for young adults, and disability services. Tomor-
row’s Foundation has also spread its activities beyond West Ben-
gal and in the past year has started working in Dantewada dis-
trict in Chhattisgarh with orphaned children, and has plans to 
work in Orissa this year. 

Asha for Education, Seattle Chapter has been support-
ing fourteen Community Education and Empowerment Centers 
(CEEP) run by Tomorrow’s Foundation in south and east Kolkata. 
Originally known as Community Based Education Project (CBEP), 
the centers have now added on the extra role of community 
empowerment by working with parents and young adults. 

The CEEP centers are small centers, most often in 
neighborhood clubs, which provide educational services to chil-
dren in urban slums. 

The main aim of the centers is to identify children from 
the communities who have either never gone to school, or have 
dropped out of schools after only a few years. 

CEEPs provide three types of services to these children: 
Balwadi, Bridging courses for drop out children, and coaching 
centers which aid school going children with educational sup-
port. Last year, Tomorrow’s Foundation formed an association 
with “Gali Gali Sim Sim” to receive effective educational kits and 
teachers training material which are being now used in all the 
centers to make learning fun and relevant. Monthly teachers 
training programs are also held for all teachers at these centers. 

These services go a long way in mainstreaming children 
by preparing them to be admitted to local government schools, 
and enabling them to stay in school once admitted. 204 children 
in the age groups of 9 – 14 years have been mainstreamed in 
2009-2010. 

Some of the new activities undertaken by the CEEP last 
year were to provide educational services to illiterate adults, 
specially to empower the community mothers by giving them 
skill training based on the market needs of the community on 
few specific trades thereby creating earning opportunities. The 
Centers have also started to train community teachers, mobiliz-

Name of the De-
partment 

No. of 
Trainees 
  

Screen Printing  10 

Welding  09 

Carpentry 08 

Housekeeping 06 

Catering  10 

Total 43 

SUPPORT Octoberτ December trainees by department 

SUPPORT JulyτSeptember trainees by department 

Name of the De-
partments 

No. of 

Trainees 

 

Screen Printing 
  

12 

Welding 
  

09 

Carpentry 
  

13 

House Keeping 
  

10 

Catering 
  

08 

TOTAL  52 

  

Outcome 
  

No. of 
Train-
ees 

New Admis-
sions 

18 
  

Job Place-
ments 

06 
  

Home Re-
ferrals/
Discharge 

09 
  

Runaway /
Split 

06 
  

Outcome No. of 

Train-

ees 

New Admis-

sion 

19 

Job Place-

ments 

07 

Home refer-

ral / Dis-

charge 

03 

Runaway / 

split 

05 
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ers, health workers, and mothers in primary health care and 
disabilities related issues in the program area. The Centers also 
provide effective liaison between the existing health services 
and governmental/non-governmental organizations which are 
involved in healthcare, education, family planning and working 
for the improvement of water/sanitation situation in the com-
munities in order to further link them with community organiza-
tions. 

One of the innovative programs started at the CEEP in 
the year 2009-2010 was the ‘Hole in the Wall’ program in two 
locations. It comprises of placing two computers enclosed in a 
wooden cabinet in an open location within the communities 
where children can come and play various attractive educational 
games free of charge throughout the day. The computers are 
completely unmonitored, and any child is free to come and play 
for as long as s/he wants. This program has already started 
showing a lot of promise as they are very popular among chil-
dren who could not have any access to computers otherwise. 
While being supported by another funding agency, one set of 
computers is placed at one of the CEEPs and can be readily ac-
cessed by children enrolled in the CEEP and other children from 
the community. 

CEEPs have also started focusing on physically chal-
lenged children. In 2009-2010 children enrolled in the CEEP with 
special needs were identified and are receiving inputs according 
to their specific needs. In the coming year Tomorrow’s Founda-
tion plans to start a ‘Special Education On Wheel’ to better serve 
these children. 

Uthnau 

Mallarpur Uthnau is an effort to raise community 
awareness towards sustainable development in several tribal 
villages in Birbhum district of West Bengal. Asha’s partnership 
with Uthnau includes five early childhood education centers
(ECE) and a Mocha Ora. The Mocha Ora provides a flexible cur-
riculum to children depending on their skill level. After grade 8, 

an Open School Exam option is available to the children to pro-
vide an equivalent of the Madhyamik certificate. 

Asha Seattle volunteer, Satyajit Nath, met Kunal Deb, 
the project's founder in Kolkata in August. Kunal strongly be-
lieves that self-sustenance is the goal of the project. In the last 
two years, Uthnau has submitted progressively smaller budgets 
to Asha. 

 Asha Yale volunteer, Manidipa Mukherjee, visited the 
project in July. As part of her visit, she went to the ECE in Dhol-
kata and found the children had benefited a lot from the educa-
tion. From Manidipa's site visit report, "these schools bring 
about assertiveness and the habit of talking to people with eye 
contact".  

 Vigyan Ashram 

Vigyan Ashram in its 28th year continues to spread its 
principle of “Learning while doing”. It is leveraging the power of 
social networking through its blog (http://
vigyanashram.wordpress.com) and Facebook  to reach a wider 
audience.  It is partnering with other innovative people and 
agencies. Some notable work this year was: 
1. Working with COEP (College of Engineering, Pune)  on vari-

ous projects in the Fablab facility at COEP campus.   
2. Exploring manufacturing potential of bamboo to make low-

cost, durable homes with Strathclyde University 
3. Experimenting with PaperCrete – alternative construction 

material created from waste paper and other material col-
lected by members of another NGO , Janadhar  that helps 
improve quality of life for rag pickers. 

4. Publishing guides on how to build a polyhouse in English as 
well as in local languages.  

5. Arranging workshop on how to build their famous geodesic 
domes. 

6. Training volunteers from Melghat Mitra (an NGO working in 
Melghat, a tribal area near Amaravati, Maharastra where 
grid supply has not yet reached) in basics of solar nd LED 
power sources and selling them economical LED hardware.  

7. Experimenting with Fablab, Netherlands on a project to 
evaporate the water by using solar energy and condense it 
at certain height to be pumped to the fields later on in sum-
mer when water is needed and electricity is scarce due to 
load shedding. 

8. Converted their small demonstrative food processing unit 
into a commercial processing unit that they are planning to 
provide entrepreneurs and farmers groups on rent with very 
low rates. They are also working on a small testing unit to 
test nutrient parameters and adulteration in processed 
products. 

9. In their 4th domestic egg incubator trial using closed water 
circulation heat exchanger to maintain constant tempera-
ture, they got 85% of success rate and they are applying for 
a provisional patent. 

10. Worked with IndUSA to install solar water heating, cooking 
and drying systems.  

 
 Children at Uthnau 
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Vikasna Bridge School for Child Labor Rehabili-
tation 

Asha Seattle, along with Asha UFlorida, has been sup-
porting Vikasana’s Child Labor Rehabilitation Centre, a bridge 
school program catering to the needs of child laborers in 
Tarikere and Bhadravathi taluks of Chikmagalore and Shimoga 
districts, since 2006. The project supports the educational, 
health care and lodging needs of 25-35 kids every year and facili-
tates them in joining mainstream education. During the year 
2010 the bridge school has continued rehabilitation of 24 chil-
dren (school drop outs & child laborers) and mainstreamed 
them to formal education. Apart from preparing the children for 
mainstream education, Vikasana has carried out several activi-
ties during the year to enhance learning. The activities include (i) 
Medical checkup camps (ii) Parents meeting and interaction (iii) 
Celebration of national and local festivals (iv) Cultural programs 
(v) Summer vacation camps (vi) Computer coaching and English 
classes. The bridge school kids are constantly monitored and 
performance appraisals are conducted every month by the 
teachers. During his recent site visit to Vikasana, this is what site 
visitor Ben Bass had to say about the kids and teachers, άL ŀƳ 
pleased with their efforts.  All the children I met seem very happy 
and curious. The members of Vikasana are highly dedicated and I 
have no doubt the children come first. The teachers I met were 
very caring and patient. Overall, it is a quality organization mak-
ƛƴƎ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦέ 

Apart from supporting the activities of the bridge 
school, Asha Seattle and Asha UFlorida have initiated an effort 
to make the program self sustained. Through the Work an Hour 
(WAH) program, Asha has provided partial funding to acquire 
land and practice organic farming. Vikasana has initiated the 
land development activities and have proposed to produce rice 
and vegetables for catering to the nutritional needs of the chil-
dren. Additionally, it proposes to produce mangos, bananas and 
coconuts as cash crops to support the financial needs of the 
bridge school activities. Along with cash crops Vikasana also 
plans to cultivate Kaatla and Ragu fish within the acquired land 
to cater to the nutritional and financial needs of the children of 

bridge school. To quote Ben  about his thoughts on the land de-
velopment activities, άCǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘ L ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪǎ 
very good.  It is surrounded by other farms all of which appear to 
be doing very well.  They will not need to worry about irrigation 
and the proximity of the school to other important places is 
good.To cater to the needs of healthy drinking water the organi-
Ȋŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŘǳƎ ŀ ōƻǊŜǿŜƭƭΦέ 

Vikasana Rural Center for Education 
Asha volunteers Eera Mittur and M. N. Krishnaprasad 

visited Vikasana Rural Center for Education in March 2010 for a 
site visit. Due to continuing development in and around Banga-
lore, the school is now readily accessible, and is located just off 
Kanakapura Main Road. Surrounded by makeshift fences, Eera 
and Krishnaprasad described the school as “a forest of peace 
and calm and freshness”. 

The school provides alternative education to children of 
migrant workers as well as local families who cannot afford a 
traditional education. Children are encouraged to learn at their 
own pace and education is supplemented with training in hy-
giene, respect for the environment, and handicrafts. Daily lunch 
is provided to the students by ISKCON; made possible by a gen-
erous benefactor. 

The school instills confidence and self-respect in the 
students, so much so that almost all of them maintain some 
form of contact with the school even after they graduate. The 
school’s founder and principal care-taker Ms. Malathi Akka, was 
a disciple of late Mr. David Horsburough, a renowned educator. 
She is a shining example of how a focused and passionate indi-
vidual can change so many lives for the better. 

Asha Seattle’s contributions to the project make up a 
large part of the operating costs of the institution and hence it is 
critical that we continue this support for the benefit of the chil-
dren, who consider the school a haven in the midst of hardship. 

 
  

Children at Vikasana Bridge school 

Would you like to see your name in 

print? 

Asha Kiran Newsletter team is seek-

ing articles from volunteers and sup-

porters of Asha (it is not necessary to 

be a volunteer; guest articles are 

welcome.) 

All submissions relevant to Asha’s 

work (and this includes development 

issues , not just education) will be 

entertained.  

Please send submissions to  

seattle@ashanet.org  

mailto:seattle@ashanet.org
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Event Date Amount 

(rounded) 

Geetanjali April $8,390 

Miles for Smile November $17,480 

Wheels of Change July $7,120 

Junior Asha book sale  June $200 

All-Go-Rhythms October $13,180 

Subeer D. Manhas Golf 

Tournament 

October $10,650 

Asha art workshop and 

auction 

September, October $3,660 

Photo auction October $940 

Don Fels art exhibition October $200 

Deepavali music concert November $360 

Financial Summary 

Thanks to all our donors and supporters, in 2010 we were able to give our project partners long overdue  inflationary in-
creases of 6%. Due to the economic downturn we had previously not able to increase the supported amount for our partners since 
2008 despite high inflation in India, making sustenance for our partners really difficult. We have not taken up any new projects 
either since 2008.    

In 2010 we were able to raise about 
$743,000 which is significantly behind our goal of 
raising $975,000. For 2011, our annual commit-
ment remains at roughly $835,000 without any 
increase. We feel very confident that with your 
help we will be able to bridge that gap in fund-
raising this year. 

Year Revenue Disbursement 

2006 $729,000 $616,000 

2007 $735,000 $722,000 

2008 $800,000 $1,000,000 

2009 $847,000 $617,000 

2010 $743,000 $820,000 

Events Summary 

Event Date 

Fun in the Sun August 

5k run September 

Reflect and Reach out 

workshop 

August 

New Volunteer work-

shops 

February, 

August 

Asha Picnic August 

Junior Asha garage September 

 Last year , volunteers and sup-
porters of Asha mobilized and organized 
a larger number of events than normal, in 
an effort to raise awareness and bridge 
the fund raising gap we are facing. Here 
is a listing of events, and on the right are 
amounts raised for key fund raising 
events. 
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Asha Contribution Slip 
¶ I am enclosing: 

 Ã  $25      Ã  $100     Ã  $250     Ã  $1000     Ã  Other 

¶ I would like to make a quarterly contribution of  

$___________________ 

 
Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ____ ____ ____ | ____ ____ ____ | ____ ____ ____ ____ 

Email: ____________________________________________________________ 

 
0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÍÁËÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÅÃË ÐÁÙÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ Ȭ!ÓÈÁ ÆÏÒ %ÄÕȤ
ÃÁÔÉÏÎȭ 
 
You can mail your contribution to: 

Asha for Education 
PO Box 2407, Redmond, WA 98073-2407 
 
υττϻ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ  ÇÏÅÓ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ !ÓÈÁȭÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÉÎ 
India.  Your contribution is tax deductible. 

To learn more join us at our bi-monthly  

meetings. All are Welcome! 
 
Our meetings typically  occur on the first and third Wednesday 

of every month, at 7:30 pm, in the Lake Washington School Dis-

trict building,  Redmond Town Center. 
 
Please check   www.ashanet.org/seattle/resources/
meetings/ for any changes to meeting dates or location.  

Contact Ken (206-706-8158), for meeting information. 

 
 
For other requests and queries,  please contact us at: 

Email: seattle@ashanet.org 

Phone: 425 890 8515 
 
Donations are welcome, and will go a long 
way in changing many lives in India. 
 

Save some paper! Prefer to receive your newsletter by email? 

Send an email to seattle@ashanet.org 
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