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Sankar Haldar grew up in an underprivileged family in the Sunderban area of West Bengal and went through the trials and tribulations that people living in Sunderbans suffer through. Sankar decided to engage educated and energetic local youth to develop themselves and their communities through various developmental projects. This vision led to the foundation of Mukti. Asha,Yale in collaboration with Asha NYC/NJ is supporting Mukti's book bank project. This year $8750 is being donated towards purchasing text books for 1650 students in 20 villages of Purbasridharpur region. This site visit report documents the excellent work being facilitated by Mukti.
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I. Background & Purpose of Site Visit


Mukti was setup in 2003 by a group of young and energetic people in the Sunderbans region of West Bengal for total human development. Mukti’s mission is to implement programs for upliftment of the underprivileged. They seek to motivate illiterate, poor and backward people towards self reliance. They promote efficient and effective utilization of local resources and implementation of environmentally sound policies. Mukti reaches out to people in regions of low literacy where they dispel the root causes by promoting education.

Mukti Book bank project supported by Asha NYC chapter is functioning in a village 150 KMs from Sealdah railway station. The purpose of the site visit was to become aware of Mukti’s work, observe the implementation of the project, obtain feedback from students for Asha NYC and Asha Yale chapters.

II. Reaching West Bengal




Traveling by train, I reached Sealdah Station at 6.45AM. I was warmly welcomed by Shri Madhusudan Bairagi the Secretary of Mukti. We took a local train to Subashgram and after 45 minutes of travel reached Bairagi’s house. After taking breakfast at his house we went to the project area. From Subashgram we took a 1 hour train ride to Mathurapur. From Mathurapur we took a 2 hour ride in an auto rickshaw to reach Raidigi. The village could be reached only by boat from there - there is no other mode of transport to go to the village. I learnt the Mukti village is located in the interior part of Sunderbans.  We took a boat and crossed the river to reach the village. I saw a bridge under construction. Mukti volunteers greeted us with a three wheeler rickshaw and took us to visit the schools. 

III. Site visit notes & observations

It was really inspiring for me to move with the Muki team members who have devoted much of their time and energy for the upliftment of the villages. I met several wonderful people including:

1. Rughunath Bairagi – Coordinator, Mukti

2. Bijay Krishna Halder – Treasurer, Mukti 

3. Nandadulal Halder - Youth Books Distribution Coordinator

4. Madhusudan Bairagi – Secretary, Mukti

5. Birendranath Das – Volunteer, Mukti

The Mukti team demonstrates good working relationships with the villagers and are effective in makes things happen. In the Mukti office they maintain a small library where students come to take books and study on their own. Mukti runs tuition centres for the village children with active participation from villagers. Mukti works with school teachers to identify children in genuine need - children who are very poor and whose parents can’t afford to buy books – and supports the children most in need. In many schools around Sunder ban, I saw the books given by Mukti being used by children. Mukti’s students are very keen in their studies.

On 22nd August I visited several villages where Mukti has been active including Kankandighi, Doctorghari, Konkonthi and Nagendrapur Gram Panchyat. Classes from I - X standard are typically offered here:

1. Kankandighi Babujan Shepoy High School :

485 students study here. It’s a coeducation school with a big campus. I met students from VI - X standard and interacted with them regarding book distribution in that school. Mukti have distributed 128 sets of text books for the children in that school. Children are very happy.

2. Balika Vidhyalaya High School for Girls :

160 students study here. I met students from V-VIII standard and interacted with them. Mukti has distributed 113 sets of text books for the children in that school. Students are very bright.

 3. Jogendrapur High School :                            

707 students study here. It’s a coeducation school from V-X standard. The principal of this school came across as a very committed human being, very much interested in improving the school. This school covers 10 to 12 villages in the vicinity.  This year, the government has given affiliation recognition to upgrade to XI-XII. This is good news for the village people and the children. Mukti gave 235 sets of text books for this school. Childeren are happily studying here.

4. Nagendrapur Hemanta Kumari High School:

1239 students study here in V -X standards. It’s a big school. Mukti gave 421 sets of text books to this school. The students again appear very happy and bright.

IV. Mukti Talented Students Sponsorship (TSS)

 I met several students old and new who receive or are about to receive scholarships from Mukti. The organization typically helps to cover food, notebooks, books and shoes for bright and needy students. The students were preparing for their upcoming exams.

Old Students:

1. Chiranjit  Maity -   Class X

He is studying in Nagandapur Hamenath Kumari High School and scored 622/900 in the past exams; he thinks he can score good marks in the public exams. He is very bright and kept answering all my  questions very fast. I saw the mark sheet of the student. He is good in his studies and his school attendance is also good at 95%.

2. Sanoka Samanta  -  Class X

She is studying in Jota Naganapur High School and has scored 541/900. She is also preparing to score good marks in the public exams. 

3. Subashish  Pradhan - Class VII

He  is good at his studies scoring 531/600. 

New Students (info about 4 of them from among many given below)
1.
Ashok Sarkar - Class X


School Name:                  

Nagendrapur Hemanta Kumari High School


Marks Scored 



526/900


Father Occupation:


Retail Shop 


Mother Occupation:


Housewife


Brothers/Sisters:


One brother; two sisters


Mukti Support: 


Uniform, Nutrition, Books, Notebooks and Tuition fees

2.
Savithagiginath - Class VIII


School Name: 



Nagendrapur Hemanta kumari High School


Marks Scored 



701/900


Father Occupation:


Farmer


Mother Occupation:


Housewife


Brothers/Sisters:


One brother


Mukti Support: 


Uniform, Nutrition, Books, Notebooks and Tuition fees

3.
Kakoli Halder -   Class VII


School Name: 



Nagendrapur Hemanta kumari High School

Marks Scored 



504/600


Father Occupation:


 Farmer; Daily Wages


Mother Occupation:


 Housewife


Brothers/Sisters:


One brother, three sisters


Mukti Support: 


Uniform, Nutrition, Books, Notebooks and Tuition fees

4.
Bagavathy Chatragee - Class VII


School Name: 



Nagendrapur Hemanta kumari High School


Marks Scored 



517/600


Father Occupation:


Farmer; Daily 
Wages


Mother Occupation:


Housewife


Brothers/Sisters:


Two brothers; one sister


Mukti Support:


Uniform, Nutrition, Books, Notebooks and Tuition fees

I interacted with these students and their parents. I learnt that all the students selected by Mukti are genuinely in need and also show promise in their academic performance. This scholarship program is off to a good start.

As I was preparing to leave, I got a chance to see the beauty of river Moni running near Mukti office. I had learnt about Sunderban in my school days and imagined it as a thick forest. Now I have happily seen it through my own eyes.  I used to be terrified of boat rides before but now at Sunderbans I enjoyed the boat travel and visit – because of Mukti volunteers who  made this site visit a memorable experience.

V. Conclusions & Recommendation

The energy and enthusiasm of the Mukti team is succeeding in making a difference to students in remote rural area of Sunderbans, West Bengal. Asha’s funds are being used effectively to buy books for most needy children in the interior regions of Sunderbans in a timely manner. Mukti is a good organization for Asha to partner with and needs to be encouraged. Mukti presently needs support for their tuition centers. Some funds left over from the book bank project can be used for starters. Asha volunteers must discuss this and support the Mukti team.

VI. Site visit Photos

http://www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=671
VII. Site visit Expenses: 

Trainfare, Food, Communications  - Rs.3000   ($70) 
Site visit expenses supported by Neil Mehta et al from Asha NYC chapter
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Jeba Durai holds an MA in public administration from Madras University and has been a volunteer of Asha Honor in Chennai, India for four years. He is coordinating the Asha Honor chapter in India, with deep involvement in over 20 diverse Asha projects. He looks forward to site visits as exciting avenues to facilitate India-wide team work towards Universal Quality Education (UQE). 
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