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Asha for Education

Asha for Education was established in 1991 at University of California, Berkeley. It is a non-profit organization dedicated to creating socio-economic change in India.  Asha for Education believes that education is a critical pre-requisite for any kind of development and aims at making basic education accessible to every Indian child by 2050. The organization works towards educating underprivileged children in India, by supporting educational projects.

The organization has 35 chapters across the United States, England, Australia, Singapore, and India. Asha for Education has raised more than $100,000 and supported more than 100 projects across India. Each Asha for Education chapter is autonomous in raising funds; and identifying, selecting, and supporting projects. Volunteers visit and monitor the progress of the projects they support.  In addition each chapter also coordinates with other chapters resulting in many jointly funded projects, discussions on issues of interest, and nationwide fundraisers like Work an Hour where people are encouraged to donate one hour’s worth of their salary to Asha for Education.

Asha for Education is a zero-overhead organization, not using any part of the donations for our administrative purposes.  All donations to Asha for Education are tax-exempt under 501(c) 3.

Asha-Colorado


The Colorado chapter of Asha for Education was started in 1995 by professionals and students based in the Denver/Boulder/Fort Collins/Colorado Springs area.  The chapter focuses on raising awareness amongst the community about the need to support basic education in India and on raising funds to support the cause. The group has funded numerous projects in India since its inception and is currently supporting four projects, while actively looking for more.

Current Projects      
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Vanasthali Rural Development Center (VRDC), Maharashtra: This non-profit organization focuses on laying the foundation for education, for children living in the rural areas by establishing pre-schools (or Balwadis).

· Created in 1981, the center has set up 200 Balwadis in eight districts in the past twenty years.

· The center recruits young literate women of the village to teach in the Balwadis, thus providing employment to them and empowering them.

· About 10,000 children receive pre-school education at these centers.

· The center also provides loans for home repair, setting up toilet facilities and helps in improving the basic living conditions in the village.

Asha-Colorado provided $1000 for the year 2000-2001. The money was used to set up a Balwadi as well as a library in Pimpri village.   The project has been visited twice by an 

Asha-Colorado volunteer, Pankaj Jagtap. The project is up for review for renewal of funding for 2001-2002
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Children at a Balwadi doing extra curricular activities, an integral part of their education
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Arz, Baina Beach, Goa: Started in 1988 in Goa, this organization focuses on the issue of human trafficking.  Arz works with both the victims as well as the perpetrators of prostitution. The organization also works with children of prostitutes, children of other youth and persons residing in that area, members of certain tribes, shelterless and unsupported young girls and women, wives/widows of HIV positive men.

· In August 2001, Arz established a center for education of adolescent young girls who are vulnerable to prostitution.

· These girls will be taught basic education as well as vocational skills.

· Awareness about human trafficking.

· Enable these young women to become self-reliant so that they can overcome situations of crisis and vulnerabilities

Asha-Colorado has provided $2000 for the year 2001-2002 for this center. 
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Divine Spirit Service Center (DSSCOD), Tamilnadu: The Dharmapuri district of Tamilnadu is one of the poorer and backward areas of the state.  DSSCOD was started in 1988 with the primary goal of rehabilitating leprosy patients.  While working with the patients struck by leprosy, the plight of the disabled children was noted and a residential school, Mercy Home, was established.  The school provides educational facilities and vocational training to physically challenged children of the district.  Over the years the school has succeed in enabling these children to become self-reliant.  The school caters to the needs of 175 physically challenged children whose physical challenges range from visual imparities to orthopedic disabilities. Early 2001, the center decided to establish a school for mentally challenged children.

· The center will initially cater to 12 children.

· A mental health administrator will be appointed.

· If a child can be assimilated into Mercy Home, then the child will be educated and skills to become self-reliant will be imparted.

· The other children depending on their mental health will be helped to become self-reliant.


Asha-Colorado, in collaboration with other non-government organizations, has provided $1000 towards establishing this center.  Asha-Colorado volunteer, Sripriya Venkataraman, will be visiting the center in late December, 2001. 
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Kids at DSSCOD, at the Center itself
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A Disabled Child writing with his foot
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                         Children at the center having lunch
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Sadbhav Mission, New Delhi: Based in New Delhi, the organization aims to provide educational aid to children living in urban slums.  Most of these children do attend government run schools, however due to the abysmal quality of teaching they drop out of school.  The organization has two-fold aim:

· To provide remedial educational classes for children so that they remain enrolled in schools.

· To provide education and vocational training to children who drop out of school so that they can become self-reliant.

Asha-Colorado has provided $600 to run remedial educational classes.  The project is currently under review and will be visited by Asha-Colorado volunteer, Rohini Muthuswami, in January.
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NIGAH
Asha-Colorado is proud to present Nigah, a spectacular traditional Indian dance ballet featuring sequences from the Indian classics, performed by the enchanting Kathak duo - Nirupama and Rajendra.  The performance will be held at George Washington High School on Sunday, November 11th between 2 and 4 pm.

Nirupama and Rajendra have carved a niche for themselves in the artistic world for their versatility and creativeness.  Trained in the classical Indian dance forms of both Kathak and Bharatnatyam their performances have been lauded both in India and abroad.  Currently on a tour of USA the duo will be performing in Washington DC, San Francisco, Los Angeles, and Phoenix besides Denver. 

The funds raised through Nigah will be used to support three additional education-related projects in India.

Asha Colorado, PO Box 6145 Aurora CO 80045. www.ashanet.org colorado@ashanet.org


